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PLO insists on key talks rote 


TONIS (R) — The Patesttoe Liberation OrgudssltaB (FLO), in what 

oAdals say is its final word aa the ariycd, Ins told tbe United States that 
so Palestinian ddqptfaa wffl negotiate with Israel unless it $s named by file 
FLO. The rarm or an dnra was deSrord to the HA radnssador in Tunis, 
Robert Pdrtrns, Friday in the third U.S.-PLO meeting in a week. A copy 
M fay Renters Sunday. “The Palestine Liberation Organisation 

is wflBfcg to deal with (UA Secretary of State Janies) Baber's plan... only 
ta accordance with a decfahn by its Central Connell to conduct a 
Pplwdn> m.Ttra>6 dh l ng n ^" fla f»» .n nri i ni<mn imM. “The PLO expresses 

its regret Oat the American response, from the begjanteg. Ignores any role 
for the ELO In ternnc its delegation to the dialogue.” It odd the American 
adeafadstratiaa should realise that “no Palestinian delegati o n wffl come to 
tbe n egotiatin g bride withou t being — ■»«* and announced by tbe PLO.” 
FLO otBdals said the memo was deliv er ed by Ttnra l ep tegcirt a rt re Hafcant 
JEfariawi and gave the Ibid re sp o ns e to a nnmber of proposals and 
clarifications received from Baker thi ough the Egyptian Foreign Ministry. 


SHarif Zeid resigns today; 
Badran tipped as successor 


Plrice: Jordan 100 IBs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; DAE 150 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Parliament backs Jordan’s 
pan- Arab policies, moves 
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By P.Y. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The government of 
Prime. Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Sbakeris expected to submit its 
-yeiMMtMB Monday and Mudar 
Badran win be named as his 
successor beading a new Cabinet 
whic h wiO. retain some of the 
present ministers, according to 

. . The. sources said a te&ative, 
“initial fist” had been d ra wn up) 
of the new Cabinet and Badran, 
who served as prime minister for 
.two trams in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, was not expected to 
announce his government for “at 
least another couple of days.” 
According to information 
available to the Jordan Times 
from sources who insisted on 
anonymity, the- following were- 
considered as members of Bad- 
rail's Cabinet: • 

Salem Mas&'adeh to remain as 
deputy prime minister and in- 
tenor minister and Maiwan A1 
Oasem as deputy prime niinictwr 
and foreign minister. - 

Ibrahim Izzeddine, serving 
minister of state for Prira Minis- 
tiy affairs, as minister of culture 
and information; 

Yana! Hikmat to retain his 
tourism portfolio and Ib rahim 
Ayyonb to renuin as minister 


Abd ullah Nsour, a former 
minister and serving member of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
representing Balqa Governorate, 
as minister of pfaupfog; 

131011080 Hindawi, a fbnner 
minister and servmg deputy rep- 
resenting Irbid Govemorate, as 
m ini ste r of education; 

Hamad Faritan, a member of 
the Upper House of Paffiament, 
was upped to be rather mimster 
of state for economic affairs or 
minister of fi rum«»; (there was 
also an indication that the Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade could 
be amalgamated with the Minis- 
try of Finance and Customs .to 
form a single portfolio). 

Ishaq Faritan, a fanner uni- 
versity president, to head the- 
Ministry of Higher Education; 

Ali Faqir, a Lower House 
member who was elected with 
Muslim Brotherhood help from 
Amman Governorate, as minis ter 
of Awqaf and Islamic affairs; 

Abdul Ra’onf Rawabdeh, for- 
mer minister and mayor of Am- 
man and a deputy representing 
Irbid Governoratc, as minister of 

' m n nir i p al affiwyy and tlv> ft p vfim. 

meat; 

Hussain MnjaHi, fbnner head 
of the Jordan Ban Association 
and serving deputy representing 
Irbid Govemorate, as minister of 
justice; * 

Fawaz Abu Ghanem, a Conner' 


senior official at the Prime Mfrris- 
try, as minister of labour; 

Shafiq Zawaideh, a fbnner 
minister of housng and public 
worics who resigned to seek a seat 
-in Parliament in die Nov. 8 gener- 
al elections but lost the race, to 
return to his portfolio; and 
' Saddeddin Jnma, secretary- 
general of the Prime Ministry, as 
minister of state for parliamen- 
tary affaire. 

Among other names which 
conld appear in tbe final list of 
Badran's government, according 
to the sources, are: Mohmmad 
Addoub A1 Zaben, a former 
minister and serving deputy, Airis 
Muasher, head of die Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation of Na- 
ture, Kamel Sherif, a former 
minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, Mahmoud Sherif, a veter- 
an journalist and former editor- 
in-chief of AI Dustour, and 
Daoud Hananiyeh, a servng sena- 
tor and former head of the 
National Medical Institution 
(NMI). 

“This is an only initial list and 
nothing is final yet,” masted one 
erf tbe sources. He said Sharif 
Zeid, a Field Marshal and former 
commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Farces, was lipped to 
return to the Royal Court to 
replace Badran. 

Some of the peole whose 
names were mentioned told tbe 


Jordan Times Sunday evening 
that they had not been contacted 
over their possible appointments 
to tbe Cabinet. 

Sharif Zeid and bis Cabinet is 
scheduled to be received by the 
King at the royal palace Monday 
where the Monarch wiU accept 
his resignation and designate 
Badran to succeed him, according 
to the sources. It was believed 
that Badran will launch consulta- 
tions with nominees after he is 
formally assigned the job of head- 
ing the next government. 

The expected appointment of 
Badran, 55, who enjoys a wide 
reputation in the Arab World as a 
“politician with persuasive pow- 
ers,” came as surprise to some 
observers who had expected 
Sharif Zrad to stay cm and form a 
new Cabinet. 

Sharif Zeid was appointed 
prime minister in April 1989 to 
succeed Zaid Rifai, who resigned 
following unrest a gainst price 
rises in the country warranted by 
economic problems. In Ms letter 
of designation to tbe career milit- 
ary officer, rite King said Ms 
government would act m caretak- 
er capacity and see the country 
through die general elections to 
die Lower House of Parliament 
and put an end to economic 
crimes as wefl as redress the 
Kingdom's economic course. 

Sharif Zrad, who headed a 



Bush, Gorbachev see better era 


MARSAXLOKK BAY, Malta 
(Agencies) Soviet President 
- Mikhail 1 Gorb achev^ and U5. ; 
President George Bush ended' 
their storm-tossed snmnrit Sun- , 
day and said. they, made progress, 
towards a better East- West rela- 

tionship. 

Neither man pointed to a speci- 
fic agreement on a key range of 
arms control or other issues, and 
in an unpreced e nted joint news 
conference, made it dear they 
•have disagreements over 
weapons shipments to leftist re- 
bels m H Salvador and on the 
issue of naval arms reductions. 

The two men seemed at ease as 
theyiiekfed questions aboard the 
Soviet luxury liner Maxim Gorky, 
then shook hand* and left the 
news conference together. 

“It accomplished everything I 


hoped It would,” Bush said of the 
two-day summit off the 

" Mwfil m l unpai r (rf Malta.' ■■ 

“We stated, bothofus, that the 
.world leaves die one epoch of 
..cold, war and enters another 
epoch,” Gorbachev said. *Tli«s is 
jnst the beginning. We are just at 
the very begjnnang of ora long 
. road to a longlasting peaceful 
period.” 

Gorbachev said he was “en- 
couraged and inspired*’ by the 
changes in Eastern Europe, 
where hardline communist lead- 
ers have been swept away in 
recent weeks. 

Asked whether Moscow and 
Washington should mount a com- 
bined drive for peace in the Mid- 
dle East, Bush replied: “It 
doesn't require a joint initiative 
to solve the Middle East ques- 


tion.” 

But be praised Soviet policy in 
the region; adding:' “There is a 
constructive role mat the Soviets 
are implementing... I don’t think 
we are very far apart on this.”. 
He added: “We have found 
that the Soviet Union is playing a 
constructive role in Lebanon. So 
there's common ground there.” 
Gorbachev said that change in 
Eastern Europe was “a problem 
whose time has come” and must 
be solved with new approaches by. 
the people of each country. 

But Gorbachev told the news 
conference that “history has wil- 
led” there are two Gramauys. ' 
Bush agreed with tbe Soviet 
leader that dozens of each coun- 
try must determine. how to pro- 
ceed with change, and he said the 
United States doesn’t want to do 


anything “unrealistic” that 
“causes any country to end up 
gomg backwards, or ead up hav- 
ing its own people in military 
conflict, one with the other.” 

. That’s why he was acting 
cautiously and did not “go de- 
monstrating on top of the Berlin 
Wall to show how happy we are 
about the change,” Bush said. 

The Soviet leader said there 
was no specific timetable for a 
new arms agreement to cut long- 
range nuclear forces by 50 per 
cent, but he hoped one could be 
agreed on before a summit set for 
/text June in the United States. 

The two leaders (Greeted U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze to meet in 
January for further work on ma- 
jor issues of a strategic weapons 


treaty. _ 

Asked about Central America, 
where tho Umted States has com- 
plained about continued flow of 
Soviet arms to El Salvador rebels, 
Bush said there were differences 
between the leaders. 

Gorbachev said tbe Soviets had 
been told by Nicaragua, an ally 
the United States accuses of tun- 
neling the weapons to the Sal- 
vadorean rebels, that such ship- 
ments had stopped. Bush said it 
appeared Nicaragua was lying to 
the Soviets. 

Bush flew to Brussels after the 
summit to discuss the talks with 
NATO leaders. Gorbachev left 
for Moscow to hold a similar 
meeting with Warsaw Pact lead- 
ers — many of them newly instal- 
led as a result of Eastern Euro- 
pean changes- 


East German poutburo quits; 
Honecker expelled from party 


EAST BERLIN /Agencies) — 
East Germany’s rating Commun- 
ist Party politbnro resigned Sun- 
day along with the- central com- 
mittee, East German radio re- 
ported. 

■ -f % 

Tbe resignation of party chief 
Egon Krenz’s 10-man potitbtzro 
was announced on the radio by 
Geunter Schabowriri, a reform- 
minded membra of the rating 
body. Krenz has been in power 
for less than two months and 
retained his job as party general- 
secretary for the time bang. 

Schabowriti said the party had 
expelled former leader Erich. 
Honecker, ex-state . Security 
Munster Erich hfielke and sever- 
al otbra membere of tim old guard 
because of years of misrule. - 

The central committee, which 


ha« 160 m e mbe r s, and the 13- 
member potitburo quit. A work- 
ing group has been set up to run 
'party affairs until an emergency 
congress in two weeks. 

“To avoid further danger to the 
existence of the party, the poht- 
bnro has found it necessary to 
declare its resignation,” said 
Schabowslri, briefing East Gor- 
man reporters during break ra 
proceeding at party headquar- 
ters. 

He said the central committee 
was also stepping down to pave 
the way for a co mmiss ion to 
examine the reasons for the deep 
crisis in the party and society. 

The resignations, coupled with, 
the expulsion of the once- 
omnipotent Honecker and 11 
other top Communist officials, 
was the most sensational turn yet. 


in tbe party's sagging fortunes. 

E&riira, the ADN news agency 
reported the arrests of three for- 
mer p&Ktburo members and the 
escape from the country of 
another senior official. 

Guenter Mxttag and Harry 
Tisch were taken into investiga- 
tive custody suspected of “heavily 
damaging socialist pro pe rty and 
the people’s economy through 
abuse of power,” ADN said. 

Mittag had been the country’s 
economy chief under Honecker, 
while Tocfa had been the chief of 
tbe Commmdst-zun trade unions 
federation. 

ADN said Gerhard Mueller, 
former party leader in tbe city of 
Erfurt and former candidate, or 
Nonvoting, member of the polit- 
buro, had also been arrested 
under similar suspicions. 


Czech party names new cabmet 
but fails to satisfy reformers 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — A new 
O wnr mn k f -rirti ni ni rfi vl coalition 
g o v e rnm ent was named Sunday, 
with five mm -Com mnmst mem- 
ben but a m a j o rit y of holdovers 
from die ok! government. - 
_ Civic Fotrum, the nation's, pro- 
democracy reform movement, 
immediately criticised ihe new 
cabinet and called for a mass rally 
Monday at Wenoeslas Square, 
tbe wte of two weeks of pro- 
democracy protests that ended 
tfus <0mmumst Party’s 41-year 
monopoly on power. 

Cbn nmnrist ‘Premier Ladislav 
Ariamec, who opened negotia- 
tions with tiie opposition 12 days 
ago,-retained Ms post/aco raffing 
totfaestate-fim new agency CTK. 

Of the five non-communists 


named to tbe 21-person govern- 
ment, three had no official party 
affiliation. One was a Socialist 
Party member and one from Ihe 
People’s Party. Thirteen mem- 
bers of the new cabinet bad 
served in tbe previous cabinet 
The three other new members 
were Communists. 

Among the new Communist 
ap p oin tees was Miroslav Vacek, 

wfeo took over the post of defence 
minister. Vacek, an army gener- 
al, was named depute an opposi- 
tion demand that the ministr y be 
by a ci vilian 

L Vacek had served as deputy 
mimster under Conner Defence 
Minister Milan Vadavik. - 

Butin a move obviously calcu- 
lated to appease demands for 


more religious freedom, Josef 
Hromadka, a high-ranking leader 
of Czechoslovakia’s Protestant 
Church, was named one of the 
seven deputy premiers. 

Moments after tbe appoint- 
ments .were announced, opposi- 
tion leaders criticised the x akeup 
of the ctew government, in Hght erf 
tiie large number of holdovers. 

Gib Civic Forum leader called 
the new government an “out- 
rage,” and said the Monday rally 
was to get Czechoslovakians back 
on the street 

Jiri Dknstbier, the foram's 
official spokesman, said: “Our 
relationship to tiie new govern- 
ment is evidenced by the feet that 
we are calling a mass rally on 
Weaceslas Square.” 


Syrians tighten 
cordon around Aoun 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syria boosted its forces fixing Lebanon’s 
Ch ristian enclave Sunday and media tio n to avert a Moody final 
assault was reported to have bogged down. 

Security sources qnoted by Reuters said Syrian troops mloaded 
trades rf aoBBEUBrition and dag new trenches Jnst 20 metres from 
the enclave where General Michel Aoun b hoUmg out in defiance 
of President EBas HrawL 

Tfeey said the Syrians, backed with tanks, had deployed more 
srtfllery batteries and mortars to the city’s southern suburbs and 
now freed the enclave on five fronts with then* labaneM allies. 

PuBtfcal sources said mediation efforts by France, the Vatican 
and Christian chrachme a bet wee n Aoun and Hrawi, elected last 
week with Syrian bucking, had made no headway. 

Tens of thousands of Amin’s supporters massed for the sixth 
straigbt day around Aram's palace i east Beirut to form a human 
against any of fe nsive (See page 2). 

Prime Minister Satim Ai Boss said Aoun was leading Lebanon to' 
“national suicide, ” but ruled out a military attack to oust Mm 
from the hffitop presidential palace where he is hided up. 

<c Gen. Aoun has become an outlaw, leaffing a mutiny that will 
resutt ou ty hi partitioning Lebanon,” Horn told the AP in a 


Tbe premier declared that if Aoun refuses to accept an Arab 
l^a gne -brokercd peace accord to end 14 years of dvfl war, it “wffl 
w«i stickle.” 

Boss’ st atem e nt Ind i c a t e d that the prospect erf a military 
showd o wn between Aoun and the Syrians was reced i ng . 

But pofithad sources trid Renters a Syrian assault to topple Aoun 
was inevitable because there was Bttie room for compromise 
between Aoun sued Damascus. 

“Hk decision to attack has been taken at least by Syria. AB this 
delay is to give dip l om a c y a chance to solve the imae'withont 
bloodshed, but if mwBation efforts fid, foe mffitary option is 
there,” one Christian poB tichm »UL 

“There is 189 degrees of deference to their posi ti ons. If Aoun 
surrenders he would be ffrished raid If the Syrians back off they 
wea l d lose,” the politician said. 

The fo re ig n of a tripartite And) League committee 

which drafted a peace accord for Lebanon eraiier tins year were 
dne to meet Is Saadi Arabia Sunday to Mean the crisis. 

UA President George Bash said Sunday foe United states and 
the Soviet Union were to fofl agreement on the need to end 

BflOOOS&ra m LCDWra* 

^We do not want to see my more kffifag to Lebanon, we are M 
total agreement on that,” Bosh fold a Joint news conference with 
President Mikhail Gorbachev aft the cad of their Malta summit. 

“Ora aspiratier** are shared by Mr. Gorbachev,” Bush said, 
entifnafaig that Lebanon had ben one of the fames discussed 
during thdr Muwiwft. 


mostly technocrat cabinet, is cre- 
dited with bringing about swift 
changes in the gove rnm ent and 
administration and initiating Jor- 
dan’s recovery from dire financial 
straits through revamping the 
Central Bank hierarchy. He also 
supervised tbe Nov. 8 elections, 
widely bailed as the most free and 
honest elections in the Arab 
World. 

During his two trams as prime 
minister — from 1976 to 1979 and 
from 1980 to 1984 — ■ Badran, 
who is reputedy an expert in 
legal and constitutional matters, 
saw the booming of the Jordanian 
economy with the flow of expatri- 
ate remittances and Arab aid to 
Jordan and initiated many major 
industrial projects. He is also 
credited with taking decisive ac- 
tion against corruption in the civil 
services. 


By Mariam Sba!™ 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Hie Upper and 
Lower Houses Parliament Sun- 
day presented their respective re- 
plies to the speech from the 
Throne made by His Majesty 
King Hussein at the opening erf 
Parliament cm Nov. 27. 

While tiie Upper House (Sen- 
ate) cafleri for a gradual reduction 
of martial law provisions and 
suggested that it conld start with 
eliminati on of military courts, the 
Lower House called for an aboli- 
tion of martial law, in force in the 
country since the 1967 war. 

Increased support for the Armed 
Forces was also emphasised by 
both Houses, which were re- 
ceived by the Kmg in separate 
audiences at tiie Royal Court; in 
.their replies read out by their 
respective speakers, Ahmad Al 
Lavra and Suleiman Arar. 

The Senate said it supported tbe 
“drafting of a national charter which 
would emanate from the Con stitut ion 
as an dement which would define 
(the concept of) belonging and de- 
velopment and set priorities and 
guide the way for implementation of 
policies.” The proposed charter, 
which the King has said would be 
drawn up by a royal commission, 
should also “act as an umbrella for 
pluralism and political parties and 
orgamsatioas,” foe Senate said. 

The Lower House said it “hopes to 
contribute to foe drafting of the 
national charter;” meaning that de- 
puties should be members of the 
committee to be entrusted with pre- 
paring it- 


A draft of the Senate reply was 
drawn op by senators Khalil Salem, 
Leila Snaraf, Akram Zuater and 
Jmna Hum mad and presented to foe 
Senate Sunday monring. The sena- 
tors, not to be outdone by foe de- 
puties, read and discussed every para- 
graph of the 13-pagp reply. In the 
tour-hour discussion that followed, 
the Senate members left most of the 
draft unchanged. ! 

The only major amendment was 
made in response to a suggestion 
made by former Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidat. A paragraph refer- 
ring to the reasons behind me dead- 
line of the value of the Jordanian 
currency was added. It said that the 
diminished purchasing power of the 
dinar was not a coincidence, that it 
had come about as a result of over 
expenditure by foe public sector be- 
cause priorities had not viably beat 
set. The lack of priorities had put a 
major burden on the national budget, 
which had been, covered by external 
borrowing in hard currency and inter- 
nal borrowing from the Central Bank 
of Jordan, it said. The amended 
paragraph also referred to foe “ex- 
travagent expenditures” on goods 
and services at a time when the 
national revenues were dwindling as a 
reason for foe decline of the national 
currency. 

In the reply presented at the Royal 
Court, tbe Senate supported the 


Jordan’s continued support of the 
Palestinian nprising in the occupied 
territories. The Saute also supported 
Jordan’s political decision to sever ties 
with the West Bank. 

' The Senate reply included a para- 
graph on population growth issues 
which it said needed to be handled in 
a constructive maimer since Jordan's 
high population growth put an extra 
burden on the country’ 3 re so urces. 

Unemployment of educated in the 


country was mentioned in the Sen- 
ate’s reply as a serious national issue 
which must be addressed as it poses 
an inherent danger to the develop- 
mental and phsydioiogical well being 
of foe country. 

The restructuring of manpower 
through the adaptation of education 
to soaal needs and job opportunities 
available in Jordan was also stressed 
in the Senate’s reply. 

The Senate prosed the “true will 
demonstrated by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to 
establish a just and durable peace,” 
and said that the PLO initiatives 
“have exposed Israel and showed its 
intransigence and stubbornness just 
as tbe intifiada has exposed the brutal 
and inhuman Israeli practices against 
the Palestinian people.” 

The Senate said that Jordan's con- 
tinuing support for the Palestine 
question and foe PLO initiatives had 
secured international support as for 
the idea of an international peace 
conference and worldwide recogni- 
tion of the right of the Palestinian 
people to establish its own state on its 
national sol. 

The Senate paid tribute to Iraq and 
said Baghdad’s offer to change die 
current ceasefire with Iran into a jnst 
and permanent peace was “com- 
mendable and worth praise.” 

The Senate called for more ba- 
lanced spending, increased reliance 
mi local production for basic needs 
a^B curbs on luxurious spending 
habits. 

The Lower House also praised 
King Hussein’s principled stand* to- 
wards tbe Palestine question and 
noted that the severance of legal and 
administrative ties with the occupied 
West Bank does in no way mean that 
Jordan has forgotten the Irinsman or 
abandoned its deeprooted responsibi- 
lities towards them. 


Massive Israeli sweep in Nablus 


10 -year-old killed, 
27 wounded in Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Soldiers fatally 
shot a 10-year-old Palestinian giri 
in the head and wounded at least 
27 other Palestinians during wide- 
spread stone- throwing protests 
triggered by an Israeli arrest 
sweep in die occupied territories, 
reports said. 

Sabah Ahmad Baalusha was 
shot in the head during dashes 
between soldiers and stone- 
throwing protesters in Shati re- 
fugee camp and (Bed instantly.' 
Her brother said soldiers fired at 
random into the alley where the 
family lives. 

Arabs angered by Friday’s kill- 
ing of four Palestinians staged a 
full commercial strike and de- 
monstrated on the streets 
throughout tbe Gaza Strip, wit- 
nesses quoted by Renters said. 

Two other Palestinians died in 
accidental explosions in the West 
Bank, inducting a 12-year-old boy 
who picked up an unidentified 
object that blew op in a village 
near Bethlehem, the army said. 

Tbe upsurge in violence came 
as uprising leaders called for a 
“ high er stage of struggle” against 


Israel in a leaflet published to 
mark the second anniversary this 
week of the Palestinian rebellion. 

Since the start of the revolt on 
Dec. 9, 1987, 624 Arabs have 
been killed by Israelis, including 
Sunday’s victim. Another 154 
Palestinians have been slain by 
unknown assailants as -suspected 
collaborators with Israel, and 42 
Israelis have been killed. 

In tbe West Bank, hundreds of 
soldiers carried out a massive, 
search for uprising activists for a 
third day in Nablus, after detain- 
ing at least 30 suspects and killing 
four others Friday and Saturday. 

Israeli media reported there 
were dozens of arrests and said 
the sweep was the army’s largest 
in Nablus since 1967. 

The daily Maariv said about 
2,000 soldiers were searching the 
city, which has a population erf 
more than 100,000 and has been a 
major centre of the uprising. 

In occupied Jerusalem, Jewish 
settlers' leader rabbi Moshe 
Levinger went on trial accused of 
killing an Arab merchant when 
he fired at stone-throwers in Heb- 
ron market in tiie West Bank in 


September 1988. 

Settlers demonstrated outside 
the courthouse against justice 
Minister Dan Meriffer, saying 
that a settler was standing trial 
while uprising activists went un- 
prosecuted. 

At Ketziot detention camp in 
southern Israel, Palestinian pris- 
oners staged a hunger strike to 
press demands for improved con- 
ditions. 

Sunday's other gunshot injuries 
were reported in the Bureij and 
Nnsseirat refugee camps and the 
Zeitonn, Sheikh Radwan and 
Rimal areas in and around Gaza 
City. 

The latest leaflet, the 49th of 
the uprising, urged Palestinians 
to step up the rebellion, noting it 
had so far achieved an American 
dialogue with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
forced Israel to come up with a 
Middle East peace plan. 

“The intifada enters its third 
year with more boldness, more 
resolution and more experience 
to create a higher stage of strug- 
gle by the masses,” the leaflet 
said. 


Rebels hold out in Manila 
area against army assault 


MANILA (AP) — Government 
forces battled rebeffion£ soldiers 
among skyscrapers in the finan- 
cial district Sunday after repuls- 
ing the mutineers* assault on 
nmitary headquarters. More than 
600 rebels surrendered. 

President Corazon Aquino, 
fedng the gravest challenge yet to 
her nearly four-year administra- 
tion, ruled out a ceasefire and 


foreign diplomats and business- 
men live. 

However, junior and middle- 
grade officers in several provin- 
cial commands declared their sup- 
port Sunday for the rebellion, 
which began Friday. Rebels also 
maintained control of Mactan air 
base in Cebu, 560 kilometres 
south of Manila. 

At least 56 people have been 


^Monday Officials planned to 
reopen the international airport 
at noon (0400 GMT) Monday. 

Before dawn Sunday, the re- 
bels pounded Camp Agumaldo, 
about eight kilometres east of 
Aquino’s office, with howitzers 
and heavy machine-gun fire. 

Rebels blasted through the 
gates of the sprawling camp with 
'an armoured vehicle, which was 




win finish.” 

But she tamed down sugges- 
tions by cabinet members that she 
declare a “state of- siege,” said 
assistant press secretary Lourdes 
Sytangco. That would be tanta- 
mount to martial law. 

“The attempted coup by rebel 
soldiers has been crashed,” De- 
fence Secretary Fidel Ramos told 
reportes in battle-scarred Camp 
Agumaldo. 

Military chief of staff Renato 
de Villa said pro-government 
forces bad contained the 
mutineers to an ll-buildmg area 
in the financial district of Makati, , 
where numerous foreign embas- 
sies are located and where many 


ed since Friday, according to hos- 
pital and Red Cross figures. That 
included Brigadier-General Alex- 
ander Aguirre, the officer tasked 
with securing tiie financial dis- 
trict. He was wounded Sunday in 
the leg. 

In addition, more than 10,000 
people fled their tomes to escape 
the fighting and were housed in 
schools, churches and other re- 
fugee centres. Many shops wre 
dosed. Garbage piled high in tiie 
streets because workers were pre- 
vented from collecting it. 

Schools were closed indefinite- 
ly but government employees 
were ordered to report for work 


fierce four-hour battle, some- 
times hand-to-hand, the rebels 
sought a cease fi re. Their com- 
mander, Major Cesar Dela Pena, 
surrendered with about 200 men 
a few hours later. 

Later Sunday, Brig. -Gen. Mar- 
celo Blando, commander of Fort 
Magsaysay, surrendered in the 
citys Greenhifls district with ab- 
out 400 army soldiers and elite 
Scout Rangers, military officials 
said. 

Hundreds of other rebels, 
however, held oat in Makati, 
where they seized 11 buildings 
Saturday, including tiie Intercon- 
tinental Hotel. 
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Iraq to disband 5 divisions 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is to disband five army 
divisions, demobilising more than 20,000 men, 
Baghdad newspapers said Sunday. 


The papers said the decision was 
made at meeting of the ruling 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil and Baath Party leaders, 
chaired by President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Baghdad has a standing army 
of about a million men. More 
than 250,000 soldiers have been 
discharged since fighting in the 
eight-yearlong Gulf war against 
Iran was halted by a U.N.-bro- 
kered ceasefire in August, 1988. 

There has, however, been no 
progress in peace talks between 
Iraq and Iran since the ceasefire 
and two huge armies still face 
each other across their rugged 
frontier, from snow-capped 
moun tains in the north of marshy 
swamps in the south. 

Hussein said Saturday that full 
peace in the Gulf was close and 
held out the possibility of a sum- 
mit with Iran. 

Basic differences remain be- 
tween the two sides on how to 
restart the stalled talks — Iran 
wants Iraq to withdraw its troops 
from 2,600-square-kilometre of 
Iranian territory 

Tehran says the withdrawal 
could coincide with a swap of 
more than 100,000 prisoners of 
war (PoWs) held by both sides, 
an estimated 60,000 in Iran. 


‘I used to tell you that victory 
was at hand,” the official Iraqi 
News Agency (IN A) quoted Hus- 
sein as tellmg relatives of the 
dead from the eight-year Gulf 


SUUVMAMIYMI 


USSR 


war. 


“Now I see peace is coming 
say I 


Iraq, accusing Iran of black- 
mail, has rejected the offer saying 


priority must be given to dealing 
Shi 


the disputed Shatt A1 Arab 
waterway of war debris before 
other issues can be tackled. 


and with God’s help I can say 
feel it with my hands.” 

Hussein said once some prog- 
ress had been made towards 
peace, “a meeting could be held 
at the level of the two countries' 
leadership... whether in Baghdad 
or Tehran or any other place to 
be agreed." 

Such a summit could “solve all 
the issues and enable the two 
countries to live in peace and 
stabilise the region.” INA quoted 
the Iraqi president as saying. 

He said be based his optimism 
that peace was at hand on a “wick 
and deep analysis of the situation 
in the world and in the region as 
well as on Iraq's growing ability 
to (achieve) peace." 

But Hussein added that Iran 
had failed to take seriously an 
Iraqi proposal that the two sides 
from specialised committees to 
implement Resolution 598, 
drafted by the U.N. Security 
Council as the basis for peace. 

He regretted that both sides 
were still holding thousands of 
prisoners of war. 

“The reason is that the Iranian 
authorities want to use the PoWs 
as a card for compromise, con- 
trary to international agree- 



J 


meats,” Hussein said. 

“How does it benefit the Ira- 
nians for the PoWs to remain 
captive? If they ask themselves 
diis wise question, they will sore- 
ly come to the conclusion that* 
they have to release all 
PoWs they hold for release of ; 
Iranian PoWs we hold." 

Only a few hundred elderly or 
sick PoWs have been exchanged 
since the ceasefire. 


Iran has said all PoWs could be 
released if Iraqi toorps withdraw 
from the Iranian territory which it 
says they still occupy. Baghdad 
called the offer blackmail. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar,, trying to get 
Iran and Iraq to resume negotia- 
tions, said last Tuesday that Iran 
had accepted an invitation to a 
new round of indirect talks but 
Iraq had not responded. 


Saudis become targets in terror war 


By Nabila Megalli 

Associated Press 


MANAMA (AP) — A war of 
terror against Saudi Arabia by 
pro-Iranian Shi’ite Muslim ex- 
tremists is keeping Arab nerves 
on edge in the Gulf. 

like many of the Middle East's 
murderous feuds, this one is tang- 
led in the region’s conflicts and 
has its roots in centuries of deep 
religious rivalry. 

Arab officials speculate the 
attacks are the work of Iranian 
radicals, aimed at undermining 
moves by so-called moderates in 
Tehran who want to end a rift 
with Saudi Arabia. More recent 
attacks also may be linked to 
Saudi-led efforts to end Leba- 
non's 14-year-old civil war. 

Hie attacks date to an August 
1987 attempt to blow up a Saudi 
liquefied gas plant. Since then, 
six Saudi Arabian diplomats from 
Brussels to Bangkok have been 
assassinated, and others injured. 
Attempts to blow up key Saudi 
oil installations have continued. 

The semi-official Saudi daily 
Ozak strongly implied Iran was 
behind the attempted assassina- 
tion in Turkey of a Saadi diplo- 


mat, who lost his legs in a booby- 
trap bombing. 

“The accusing fingers are all 
directed toward one party, which 
has persisted in exporting tenor- 
ism, perpetrating crime, telling 
lies and spreading false 
rumours,” the newspaper said. 

Last September. Shi’ite agents 
were executed in Saudi Arabia 
for planting bombs in July in the 
city of Mecca, birthplace of the 
Prophet Mohammad and the 
Muslim faith’s holiest shrine. One 
man was killed and 16 wounded 
by the bombs. 

AH told, the Saudis have ex- 
ecuted at least 20 Shi’ites, some 
of them Kuwaitis, since Septem- 
ber 1988 for- terrorist activities. 

There has been no direct con- 
nection established between the 
discovery of a bomb aboard a 
Saudi jetliner in Karachi, Pakis- 
tan. on Nov. 25 and the Shi’ite 
terror campaign. But it height- 
ened Saudi alarm. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia are two 
titans of the Muslim World long 
divided by a religions rift that has 
bedeviled Islam for the last 12 
centuries. 

Revolutionary Iran’s 55 million 
people overwhelmingly adhere to 


die Shi’ite sect, which broke away 
from Islam's Sunni mainstream in 
the seventh century. 

Most of Saudi Arabia’s 12 mil- 
lion population are Sunnis, like 
80 per cent of the world's 1 billion 
Muslims. But there is a Shi’ite 
minority in die oil-rich eastern 
province. 

Iranian radicals consider the 
Saudis U.S. allies. They demand 
that the Saudi royal family be 
stripped of custody of Islam’s 
holiest sites, one of the main 
pillars of the Sand dynasty's legi- 
timacy. 

Last July, Iran’s then chief 
justice, Ayatollah Abdul Karim 
Ardebih, 'declared: “We want 
God to gjve inf the strength. ..to 
throw out the corpse of this 
tahgut (idolatrous despot) from 
tile House of God.*’ 


Abu Nidal seriously ill; 

group disintegrating 


CAIRO (R) — Palestinian guer- 
rilla leader Abn Nidal, accused 
by the West of masterminding 
some of the world’s most devas- 
tating attacks, is ill in Libya and 
bis group is disintegrating, a 
Palestinian official said Sunday. 

“He suffers from heart and 
blood pressure problems... A 
medical team visited him recent- 
ly. He is in very bad condition but 
he is oot dying." Hani A1 Hassan 
told Reuters by telephone from 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 


terrorist group in existence," 
holding it responsible for attacks 
which have killed or wounded 900 
people in more than 20 countries 
since 1974. 

Hassan did confirm reports of 
bitter feuding within the gronp. 
‘Things are very bad among Abu 
Nidal’s leaders,” he said. “They 
are fi ghting and insulting each 
other. They are breaking away 
and deserting him." 


Hassan, political adviser to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
said he could not confirm press 
reports that Abu Nidal was sick in 
hospital with cancer. “I do not 
know about that." be said. 

Washington has described Abu 
Nidal’s Fateh Revolutionary 
Council as “the most dangerous 


Egyptian officials refused to 
comment on a New York Times 
report which had quoted PLO 
and Egyptian officials as saying 
Egyptian pressure had led Libyan 
leader Mu am m ar Qadhafi to put 
Abu Nidal under bouse arrest. 

Hassan said: “He is in prison 
and not in prison at the same 
time. You see it is not easy for 
him to move freely any more.” 


Ayatollah RnhoJlah 
Khomeini’s 1979 revolution and 
its avowed aim of exporting radic- 
al Islam to the Gulf Arab states 
sharpened the rivalry. 

The Saadis, like many Arab 
countries, supported Iraq in the 
eight-year Gulf war with Iran,’ 
triggering Iranian attacks on 
Saadi tankers in the Gulf and 
widespread destablilisation 
efforts by Tehran among Saudi 
Arabia’s allies along the strategic 
waterway. 

Khomeini's death on June 3 
and the election in July of Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani, leader of Tehran's 
so-called pragmatists, as presi- 
dent raised hopes that tension 
would ease. But Iranian hard- 
liners oppose Rafsanjam’s liber- 
alising policies because they be- 
lieve they run counter to 
Khomeini’s radical teachings. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy said after a Saudi official was 
shot to death in Beirut on Nov. 1 
that the kingdom “knows well 
who is benefitting from these 
acts, and who is masterminding 
and implementing them.” 

Without specifically naming 
Iran, it linked the slaying to 
Iranian opposition to a Saudi-led 
Arab League peace accord to end 
Lebanon's 14-year-old civil war. 
The accord was endorsed by 
Lebanon's parliament, meeting in 
Taif, Saudi Arabia, on Oct. 24. 

Backed by Tehran, Lebanon’s 
1.2 million Shi’ites, the largest 


sect in Lebanon, charge that the 
agreement does not give them 
enough political power and have 
vowed to oppose it. 

Hie SPA commentary stressed 
that Opposition to the Taif accord 
included “non-Arab regimes’’ 
and* had helped “fan the flames of 
sedition" in Lebanon. 

Hie reference to non-Arabs 
was the closest the Saadis have 
come to officially pointing the 
finger at Iran for maste rminding 
the assassinations and bombings- 

State-guided newspapers in the 
region have not been so hesitant. 

Hie I ranian link has been har- 
dened by claims of responsibility 
for some of the attacks by three 
pro-Iranian Shi’ite groups: Ma- 
mie Jihad of the Hejaz (“Islamic 
holy war against Saudi Arabia"), 
the Soldiers of Justice and Leba- 
non’s Islamic Jihad, which holds 
two American hostages. 


Some of the Shi'ites executed 
in Saudi Arabia for the Mecca 
bombings publicly confessed be- 
fore their execution that they had 
been recruited in Kuwait by the 
Iranian embassy there. 

Tehran denied any involve- 
ment in the bombings. But there 
is speculation that the violence 
was masterminded by Iranian 
radicals opposed to Rafsanjani's 
efforts to boost Iran's relations 
with the West and its Gulf Arab 
neighbours following last year's 
ceasefire with Iraq. 

Saadi Arabia broke off di- 
plomatic relations with Iran in 
April 1988, citing terrorism and 
subversion. 

The Saudis were particularly 
angered by attempts by Iranians 
to whip up anti-American and 
anti-Saudi passions among the 2 
million Muslims who make the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca. 

More than 400 pilgrims, most 
of them Iranians, were killed in 
riots in the holy city in 1987. The 
Saudis said the I ranians instigated 
the violence.. Tehran accused the 
Saudis of deliberately massacring 
the Iranians and threatened re- 
venge. 

The attacks on the Saudis be- 
gan after four Shi'ites were ex- 
ecuted in September 1988 for 
planting explosives at a petroche- 
mical plant in the oil centre of 
Dammam during the Gulf War. 


Tent village protesters set to stay to protect Aoun 


BEIRUT (R) — Amid shattered 
pines around the presidential 
pSm*, a makeshift test tillage is 
taking on an air of permanence 
as thousands of demonstrators 
form a firing shield for the man 
they see as symbol of Lebanon's 
freedom. 

The mainl y Christian men, 
women and children have 
flocked to the palace for six 
days mimi ng or slept m the 
grounds to protect defiant 
General Michel Aoun from 
military attack. 

So for they have succeeded, 
as President EUas Hrawi — 
recognised internationally but 
fiercely rejected by Aoun and 
his supp o rters — admitted 
Friday. 

“If there had not been inno- 
cent people around the former 
Lebanese army commander, 
we would have suppressed (the 
mutiny) and finished the 
story,'* the Syrian-backed 
president said. 

Hrawi says be b ddaymg any 
attack so Baabda Palace to 0ve 
time for raternatkmal media- 
tion tmt fa determined to force 
Aoun out. Protesters seem 
equally determined to stay. 

“We wffl stay for ever if 


necessary," said mer chant sea- 
man Roger Daccache. “I have 
been all over the world and this 
is tike best coantry. <c We have to 
try to save ft — We wffl save 
it.” 

Between the tents, stones 
mark out Hving space or serve 
as hearths for camp fires. An 


A1 Assad bangs from a tree. 


on. scores of posters and 
shouted from a makeshift 
sta ge> 

Syrian troops and thefr afltes 
ring the enclave, unable to 
move against the general with- 
out passible massive rasnwlties 
among Us supporters. Aoun 
opposes the Arab League plan 
under which Hrawi was elected 
because it foBs to provide a 
dear timetable for a Syrian 
withdrawal. His Muslim oppo- 
nents accuse him of presiden- 
tial ambitions. 

The demonstrators backing 
Aoun largely ignore the threat 
of attack, maintaining an 
atmosphere of candvaL Bat a 
tremor of fear occasionally 
shows. Anti-aircraft fire from 
the palace as warplanes flew 
over twice in the past week 


briefly panicked some protes- 
ters. But most say they wffl stay 
to face any attack. 

“They dost seem to care," 
tod an official of the Bureau 
Central be Coordination 
National (BCCN), which helps 
organise protests and caBs 
general strikes in the Falangist 

“They say they have been 
through seven months m hefl 
during the doffing. Now the 
difference is that they me mak- 
ing a choke to defend the 


More than 859 people were 
killed between last March, 
when Aonu launched what he 
called a “war of liberation” 
against Syrian forces, and last 
Sept. 23 when a ceasefire took 


‘TTagae spring 1968, Beirut 
winter?" reads one placard, 
reflecting the tension in the 
enclave following a big Syrian 
troop buildup and Hrawi's 
threat to topple Aouu by force. 

The bureau represents about 
45 groups — students, 
mothers, professional people, 
and political organisations — 
and fosbfo it does not take 
orders or money from Anon’s 


‘This is a revolution, 
the official, a woman fectory 
ffaiwpr wbo deefined to be 
named. “We reject everything 
that has b a ppened in the tret 46 
years (since indeperfence).VDo 
you expect us to lead a revoia- 
tiou while befog manipulated.*? 

BCCN officials say the “bn r 
m»n shield** tactic was sug- 
gested by tn di vid nal s not'fc 
leadership and some were sur- 
prise by the tens of thousands 
who- took part. - .V- 

The bureau prorides ste- 
wards at palace sit-ins, along 
with food, drfek, teats, flags 
and blankets. About30 women 
vohmteersatatiine,T ^:;in 
shifts, labour 24 hoars a day 
making pitta bread sandw ic hes 
for protesters. 

Officials say they rdy on 
donations or use their own 
money. They say the palace 

sit-in wffl continue day and 
night for a year if necessary, 
though with fewer people. 

“We want the world to know 
we are free and not manipu- 
lated by anyone,** said, the 
woman official. “This country 
is oars and we want to decide 
its f atiir e — no one else." 


Iraq, France discuss aerospace cooperation 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A French 
delegation Sunday held talks with 
senior Iraqi officials on aerospace 
and communications cooperation 
in what diplomats said was linked 
to Iraq’s tbive to build up its own 
arms industry. 

Officials reported that the de- 
legation headed by Jacques Mit- 
terrand, brother of France’s pres- 
ident, met with senior govern- 
ment officials. 

The Iraqi team included Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Sadoim Ham- 
madi. Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim A1 Chalabi and Transport 
and Communications Minister 
Mohammad Hamza A1 Zubiadi. 


The delegation, which arrived 
in Baghdad several days ago, 
comprises representatives of 
several French companies, in- 
cluding France's aerospace giant 
Avkms Marcel-D assault-B reguet 
which manufactures the Mirage 
combat jets used by Iraq. 

Officials said they have also 
held a long session with Gen. 
Hussein Kamel, Iraq’s minister of 
industry and military indus- 
trialisation who has overall 
charge erf developing the coun- 
try’s rapidly expanding arms in- 
dustry. 

The officials said die French 
delegation discussed ways of de- 


veloping economic and technical 
links, out declined to give any 
other details. 

Western diplomats, 
on condition of anonymity, 
Mitterrand was discussing the 
possibility of Dassault setting op 
an aircraft manufodtnring plant in 
Iraq, probably to produce the 
advanced Mirage 2000 fighter 
Which Iraq wants to buy to up- 
grade its powerful air force. 

Iraq has expressed similar in- 
terest in buddin g an aircraft in- 
dustry with Soviet help to manu- 
facture the advanced MiG-29 
fighter, which has the NATO 
codename Fulcrum. 


The Soviets have not- ram-' 
mented on the proposed deal and 
Iraqi officials were reluctant to 
say if negotiations with Moscow 
have produced any result. * 

Western diplomats said 1 a- 
Soviet economic delegation that 
visited Baghdad last month to 
draw np a long-term economic 
cooperation agreement likely dis- 
cussed the deal with Iraqi offi- 
cials. ■ 

The diplomats said an 
announcement could be made 
next montit when a high-level 
Iraqi economic and technical de- 
legation is scheduled to visit 
Moscow. 


Herzog starts state visit to 
Argentina Wednesday 


TEL AVIV (R) — Relations 
between Israel and Argentina, 
emerging from an atmosphere of 
Jewish suspicion, are ending the 
year on a high note with the first 
state visit by an Israeli president 
to Buenos Aires. 

Chaim Herzog’s largely cere- 
monial visit starting Wednesday 
will serve to cement relations 
with a country containing die 
fourth' largest Jewish community 
outside Israel. 

It should also show that the 
election of President Carlos 
Menem, the son of Syrian pa- 
rents, has not affected Argenti- 
na’s traditional neutrality towards 
the Arab-Israeli dispute. 

The swings in attitude daring the 
year were demonstrated by the 
flow of Jewish emigrants from 
Argentina to Israel, which initial- 
ly rose but then fell as unease 
over Menem faded. 

“Our expectation was that by 
the end of the year there would 
be 2,500 to 3,000 immigrants 
from Argentina," said Gad Ben- 
Ari, spokesman for the Jewish 
Agency, the organisation which 
oversees immigration to the Jew- 
ish state. 

“But in the last few months 
there has been a decline in the 
numbers,” said Ben-Ari, whose 
agency now predicts a 1989 total 
of around 2,000, above the 1988 
figure but inflated by the early 
surge. 

Menem’s Syrian ancestry 
sparked fears among many of 
Argentina’s estimated 300,000 
Jews that his rise to the presiden- 
cy in July would open the way for 
anti-Semitism. 

Some Jews, descendents of the 
same wave of East European 
emigration which also flooded 
into North America at the torn of 
the century, looked to Israel for 


safety. 

“At the be ginning there was a 
fear among Jews in Argentina 
that the election of President 
Menem... would have a negative 
influence,” Bem-Ari said. . . 

“It was just fear. After a few 
months he made calming state- 
ments and apparently many of 
them came to realise that Menem 
is not that bad.” 

Continuing emigration from 
Argentina, which has more Jews 
than any country except the Un- 
ited States, Israel, die Soviet Un- 
ion and France, is attributed now 
mainly to its economic difficul- 
ties. 


The same Syrian ancestry 
which caused initial disquiet 
among Jews has prompted 
Menem to offer to help the search 
for Middle East peace. 

“President Menem is in- 
terested in what is going on in the 
Middle East,” said Giora Forties, 
spokesman for Herzog. “I am 
sure that our president will talk 
about the situation." 

Argentina has endorsed the 
view that Palestinians should 
have a state, but the Israeli Fore- 
ign Ministry said Buenos Aires 
rejected a request by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation to 
open an office. 

“The fact that President 
Menem is from an Arab origin 
created an atmosphere of suspi- 
cion,’' said a Foreign Ministry 
source. “Those fears do not exist 


an 1 


eli military sources say 



strike Israel from Iraq. But the 
reports have had no apparent 
impact on Israeli-Argentine rela- 
tions. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Blast kills 2 SLA militiamen 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — A mine killed two pro-Israeli 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen in South Lebanon 
Sunday, a day after a militiam en was killed in a similar incident, 
security sources said. They said the mine exploded at Beit 
Yahoun, one of five crossing points between the Jewish state’s 
seff-prodaimed “security zone" arid the rest of Lebanon. The! 
SLA immediately closed fire crossing and searched the area.' 
There woe no claims of responsibility for the attack. On Saturday' 
a roadside bomb killed an SLA member near Nabi Taber village; 
inside the zone. The SLA retaliated by shelling theShf ite Mnsto 
market town of Nabatiyeh outside the zone, killing a man afflta 
baby boy and wounding 15 people. The 3,000-strong SLA and 
about 1,000 Israeli troops patrol the zone to stop guerrillas 
infiltrating Israel’s northern border. 


Americans to study Syrian MiG 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. Air Force and intelligence technicians are 
studying a MiG-23 flown to Israel two months ago by a Stynari 
defector, the Israeli newspaper Hadashot said Sunday: TbeaxSiy 
refused to confirm or deny the report but military sources saidthe 
fighter would be of special interest to Washington because nnl&e 
any MiG-23 previously seen by the Americans it was designed^: 
air-to-air combat. Hadashot said Israeli pilots had flown the phtife- 
several times and AmericanjatteOigence agents were nqsf t afaug ft 
apart and photographing the pieces. The United States is Israel's 
closest ally. An army spokesman declined comment on tbs 
whereabouts of the 33-year-old Syrian Air Force major wlwrflew 
the plane to Israel on Oct. 11 saying be hoped to change feds life Ar 
“a free, democratic state.” Military experts said the MIG-23 had 
benefited from improvements made by the Syrians puce Israels 
Lebanon invasion in 1982 when the Jewish state said it wiped out 
80 aircraft, a fifth of the Syrian Air Force. I'., 


'Moscow supports Syrian policy 9 


DAMASCUS (R) — A Soviet official was quoted Sunday as 


saying Moscow supported Syria’s “important and constructive’ 
policy in Lebanon. Absamai Masalyev, a member of the 


C omm u nis t Party's Central Committee and the Supreme Soviet, was 
speaking during a meeting with President Hafez AJ Assad 
Saturday night, Syrian newspapers reported. “The Soviet delega- 
tion expressed appreciation over the firm and principled policy 
adopted by Syria on the international level and its effective and 
constructive role in the region," the press reports said. “The 
delegation also expressed appretiaition over the important and 
constructive role played by Syria in Lebanon winch contributed in 
ensuring the sucess of the national reconciliation process." . 
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Firaa pharmacy 661912 

Ferttows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy : 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Staneisani pharmacy 637660 

DUHD: 


Dr. La mice p«df r 

A1 Staaraa* pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. GbassaaAlFaofii ( — ) 

KhaUfch pharmacy 965417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Oil Defence Immr x fiatr 

Rescue. 630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192. 621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoBoe ...... 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6QS800 

Price Complaiiits 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

CompWno 787111 

Telephone Xnf bn netkm 

(dnecuay assistanc e) 121 

OvetseasOlh 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs... 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Telev is ion 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authorin' 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company . — 636381 

JU Ffight Information 08-53200 

Queen AEa Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KJudkfi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Am... 642441/2 
Jtbd Amman Mat er n i ty ......... 642362 

MalbW, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeimni Hospital 669131 

Univetsity Hcsptal 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali . 666127/37 

ALAM, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Af-Mubajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Boshir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: - 

Zaxqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaras National Hospital .. <09)991071 

Ibasna Hospital (091986732 

BRBBfc 

Princes* Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Iba AJ Nafees Hospnal (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Bangkok (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

- Sanaa (LH) 

i !2 

13tiD ....... Abu Dhabi , Bahrain (GFj 

1T46 Kuwait OCU) 

J4sM Bucharest (RO) 

Kuwait (LN) 

— Pans Art 

0k 35 Baghdad (AF) 


This infonmiQon is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Mhmation depart- 
ment at the Queen Aim International 
Airport Tel. (06)53200-5. where it 
shook) always be verified. 

AUIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

J**® 

— Damascus) 

— Sanaa I 

•M0 Cahoi 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi j 

•an Dhahran, Kuwait! 

ItO Lantaeai 

.a 

Cairo.AiiBba! 

Vienna, Istanbul! 

*1* Casablanca, Tonis | 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

lUrii Vienna. Montreal. New York 
(RJ) 

12ri5 .... Frankfort, Copenhagen \ 
12-45 Ouro ! 

Kuwait, Abn Dhabi ( 

WO Bahrain, Doha! 

Jeddah | 

»=« DutaLMure*! 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

2£{S linden! 

"few FnmSmt 

IfcSS 
11M 

ia*S Abu Dhabi.] 



ISM Kuwait 

15: IS Bucharest 

1*40 - 

n-36 .Paris 

1 

Uppentomsr price hi 6k per kg^' 

Apple 430/380 

Banna — : 450 / 400 

.. 400 / 350 

.. 280/290 

„ _ 160/120 

C a uli fl ow er 150/120 

Com 250/280 

Cucumbers (huge) 180/140. 

Cncumbers (small) ........... 350/280 

" .. 550 / 500 

_ 180/150 

„ 850/750 

Grapefruit 230 /200 

Lemon- 200/150. 

Marrow (large) 100 / -W 

Mamm 220/180 

Onion f&y)..* ; 320/280 . 

Onion (green) 180/140 

Orange.- 450/400 

Orange (Staunouti) ..... 300 / 250 ■ 

Pepper foot) 150/130* 

Pepper (sweet) • 178/ 

Potato 330/280 ' 

Raddwh 150/120 

Safe . — ; 503/400 

ipadi 

Tomatoes 350 /280 


HA: 


'U 


}C 


ii 
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National News 


New consumption tax announced 






k. 


Part. 

***n 


AMMAN- (Petra) — In its co- 
"dcavonn to enhance refiaace on 
local icraues (he government 
has imposed a co nsumption tax 
on several imported items to pro- 
tect local production, accor ding 
to spokesman for the Castoms 
Department. 

The items include carpet ami 
mouquette, tobacco, tiles; for 
Hoots, fireplaces and windows — 
varnished, glazed or otherwise 
ceramic* .sanitary porcelain, 
freezers, antennas, insulated 


cables and wires. 

Tim government also imposed 
a consumption tax on pure 
vegetable oQ but exempted the 
naw material used in its produc- 
tion. 

However, no increase in die 
. consumption tax was made on the 
following items, which have been 
moved from the customs tariff to 
'the consumption tax for reform 
purposes. These items include: 
pure vegetable oil, tobacco, mar- 


ble aggregates and granite, tooth 
paste, aoors, windows and 
fram es, wooden abutters, wall de- 
coration paper, clothing, blank- 
ets, shoes, tiles for walls, doors, 
firepla ces, ceramic, sanitary pro- 
celain fixtures, glass sheets, gas 
stoves, aluminium 
aluminium central heating 
radiators, ladders, freezers, elec- 
tric-genera ting cells, television 
antennas, insulated electric wires 
and cab les, children’s carriages, 
furniture and video cameras. 



^ Women dissect poor showing in polls 
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By Mariam M- Shah in hindrance to the success of 550,000 voted for women, 

■fonhn lines Staff Witer women cand i d a tes. Mutlaq, who previously served 

Bashir also said that- she on the National Consultative 
AMMAN — The election of 80 ? ! ° u 8 hl 11141 "female candidates Council (NCC) and received the 

male , deputies to the Lower m Amman would have done second highest number of votes 
House of Parliament by an . nmc * 1 better if Amman had been that any female candidate In Jor- 
eleetorate which has an estimated P De . e * ectorate district instead of dan received while running for 
225,000 women's voters has agj- ^ving been split up into seven one of seven Muslim seats in the 
tated many “womens libbers" ™®fnets.” Wad Govern orate, said that as 

aini independent progressive ele- . A lot °f the female candidates far as she knew she was the only 
meats in the Jordanian society, as 111 -Amman lobbied in the schools person in her govemorate who 
was. evident in a panel discusaon amon ? teachers- “When it did not buy votes, 
entitled “the role of women in the T 35 * une *° tester a lot of the The rather strong accusation 
Jordanian pa rliame nta r y elec- ™ 3a ^ e . teachers were registered received “ahs” and “oos” from 
dons’ ' Saturday night at the r? ^eir fiosbands in the districts the audience. 

Young Women’s Christian Asso- A™ 40 which had no women “Women had no support of any 

riation (YWCA) bead office 50 coowe they kind,’* she told the crowd, “we 

bere^ vote * 9r womea >” Bashir were not only sick tracked by the 

After discussing more than half Muslim Brotherhood, we were 

a dozen reasons for the apparent Bashir had rtm for one of three “JJ excludedby the leftists and 

failure of female candidates to - hotly contested Muslim seats in nationalists, too acted as if we 
win a seat in Parliament, different the Third District along with two not exist, 
views were debated on how other women, she received 365 Fakhonry who ran for oueof 
potential hopefuls should pro- votes. “* tw ® Qnistian seats m the 

ceed in an attempt to win at least. Mufti, who ran for the Grcas- Govemorate and reived 

cme seat in Parfimnent in the next sian seat in the Third District of 2 ’ ^ votes a ^ eet ? Wlt “ Mi^aq 
elections. ‘ Amman, said she thought the ™ even farther to my -that 

Four women who ran for the reasons for the lade of women's “the head of the women s federa- 

parimmentaiy office partidpafed success to get a seat in parliament fron m Balqa would not even see 
in die discussion which was mod- were multifold. mc ’ not mentionsupport me m 

erntMi hv TV iram*»i AKn T»Kor . m y candidacy or allow me to use 

Dr EidaAl Mutlao Dr Hnda . *^ be reasonfi ***** fi® behind, the facilities of tile women’s fed- 

the feihiie of female candidates eration for my campaign." 

**> ^ elected range from male Fakbomy iiTSSdtbough 
chauvamsm, a lack of women’s she had originally been^raataTt 
liamentarv eketionsfrad not sn PP or * * or other women, a lack the quota system for women par- 

of “■“*-£-* support for liamentariaos, “io the J5- 
B ashir niSrfdent of riWfSa wtHncn on **“ P 4 ** existing ence of parties I might support a 
J ^a "ganisatkHis and the traditional quota system.” 

she felt that there were ’three ed *J cat * on wh j’ b tan g ht “e® She said that if and when par- 

candidate won in foe elections. **' aahcace wmen might .have a better 

. . . • - 01 -P 0 people. dance if they had a major force 

“The parties — meaning the She said that Arab and Islamic such as a party to back them up. 
Muslim Brotherhood — the societies had glorified for too Although many women in the 
tribes and monetary budget long the “woman who is a good aiirikira c a l led for a quota sys- 
worked against the possibility mother and good wife. They have tem to guarantee one or more 
that a woman could be elected to never asked about good fathers seats for women in the parfiament 
parliament," she said. and husbands." both Mutlaq and Fakhomy said 

. The first- two forces, Bashir Mufti who received 2,604 votes they hoped the formation of poli- 


hindrance to the success of 
women candidates. 

Bashir also said that- she 
thought that “female eawHiTatac 
in Amman would have done 
much better if Amman bnH b een 
one electorate district instead of 
having been split up into seven 
districts.” 

A lot of the fernaj f cflnrfirlafrK 
in A m m an lobbied in the schools 
among the teachers. “When it 
was time to register a lot of the 
female teachers were registered 
by their husbands in the districts 
of A m ma n which had no women . 
candidates, so of course they 
didn’t vote for women,” R«hfr 
said. 

Bashir had rtm for one of three 
hotly contested MnsKm seats in 
the Third District along with two 
other women, she received 365 
votes. 

Mufti, who ran for the Circas- 
sian seat in the Third District of 
Amman , said she thought the 
reasons for the lack of women’s 
success to get a seat in parliament 
were multifold. 

“The reasons that lie behind 
the failure of female ra p rffdat ff 
to get elected range from male 
chauvamsm, a lack of women’s 
support for other women, a lack 
of organisational support for 
women on the part of existing 
organisations and the traditional 
education which' has ranghr men 
and women that only men are 
leaders,” Mufti told the audience 
of 150 people. 

She said that Arab and Tslamir 
societies had glorified for too 
long die “woman who is a good 
mother and good wife. They have 
never asked about good fathers 
and husbands." 

Mufti who received 2,604 votes 


tiou ofwomen in Fariiainent and ^ only approximately ?1 , 000 quotas for fetiafe padiamenta 

the Ust factor was one essentiaT people out of- an electorate of rians necessary. • 


•-•■"^*•' • 11-1 *i t-r'.-' 1 1 
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HAMDAN OPENS IRAQI BOOK EXHIBITION 


IRBID CJ.T.) — Yarmouk University Saturday sooty, public ad 
organised an Iraqi book exhibition in cooperation psychology, physic 
with a publishing house hi Baghdad. On display at tore and rettgfeo, 
the four-day exhibition wfateh was opened by Several Iraqi cub 
U ni versi t y President Mohammad Hamdan are opening ceremony, 
confections of books de a lin g with potftks, eco- 


nomy, public administration, history, law, 
psychology, physical education, biology, agricul- 
ture and rettgfeo, as wel as children's books. 
Several Iraqi embassy staff were present at the 


Dsychiatrists 
:o meet 
in Sana’a 

AMMAN (Petra). — Jordan 
Psychiatrists Association will take 
part in the 4th Arab psychiatrists 
conference, which will be held m 
Sana’a Tuesday. 

Taking part in the three-day 
1 conference will be 300 Arab 
psychiatrists, including repre- 
sentatives for the Arab Psychiat- 
rists Union. 

In a departure statement, Pres- 
ident of the Union Adnan Takriti 
said that the conference will dis- 
cuss a working paper on psycho- 
social diseases, mental diseases, 
addiction, psychic drugs, in add*-, 
tian to the effects of persecution 
and terror on the mental health. 
, Takriti added that three spe- 
cialised symposia will be held on 
the sidelines of the conference. 

These symposia will tackle 
issues pertaining to the Islamic 
perspective of mental diseases, 
problems of mental disease in the 
Arab World, monitoring the 
brain activity through compute- 
rised brain planning and measur- 
ing the physiological, and neuro- 
logical activity. 

Takriti pointed out that he will 
present to the conference a work- 
ing paper on psychic drags and 
addiction in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press ■ Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 




* An whM HM of poinHngg and etchings inspired by Arabic 

art at Abdul Harmed Sfaoman Fo undati o n. 

* An art exhibition by artiste from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at A1 Wasiti Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

ir Book exhfbitioB at the University of Yarmouk. 
ir Au art exhibition by Ghassan AJ Huni, AWd Atwan and 
Abdullah Nawuhdafa at the Jordanian Pabtic Artiste Assoda- 
- turn, Shm riaa na. 

☆ An art exHbBhu of water colours by Jordan artist Ahma d 
bmaiel at the Gallery, Hotel Jordan Inter-ContinentaL 
-fr An exhib ition organised by the Goethe Institute enti tled “The 
Blue Rider” at the Jordan U n i vers i ty of Science and Technolo- 
. gy, IrbkL 

> An art exhibition by Jordauian artist Shaher Mmji at the 
British CouhcflL 


SOME PEOPLE D0NT 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 


Some people befieve that 
Education. Some people be 


cannot get a good education through Distance 
that because you are getting your education 
I that you dont rave to work for your diploma or 


Education schools. H you are one of these people, doot read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by mail We axe looting tor people who 
wID apply themselves and work hard to get the full value of the training uiat ICS 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion of a course 
accredited by the National Home Study Council... your guarantee of a quality edu- 


cation. If you take your education seriously and want to train for a new career or 
improve your fob stilts tor advancement on your present job. ICS may have the 
right career training tor you. Choose from 45 career courses listed below. Select 
the one career few you would Bke to train tor and indicate that choice in the cou- 
pon beknK Cut out this ad and mall it to ICS TODAY. We wiD send you a detailed 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Mr Mall There Is no obligation. 
Iliml SO® FOR FREE FACTS — NO OBLIGATION znc 


'it A lecture by Dr. Musa Kefiaai, by invitation of the Rotary Cfab 
of Jordan and the Arab Affairs Councfl, entitled “Jordan 
elections from a cultural perspective — a setback or a step 
.forward” at Amra Hotel — 2:00 p.m. . 


-A A concert, by ^»n«iii«M4an troupe Saomea Lanb Choir at the 
.Royal Cultural Centre — fc06 pA 


^r A French fflm entitled “Le Crime de Monsfenr Lange” at the 
French Cuttmd Cadre — &00 pan. 
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‘Technology needed for Islamic food security 9 


CABINET: The Cabinet has en- 
dorsed the appointment of 
Ahmad Hassan Maqabeleh as 
mayor of Bahia and Mohammad 
Abdul Karim A1 Smarii as mayor 
of N’aimeh townships. (Petra) 

TRANSPORT ACTIVITIES: 

The Arab Maritime Bridge Com- 
pany board of directors has re- 
viewed transport activities cover- 
ing Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt. Dur- 
ing a meeting held Sunday, the 
board of directors cladded to 
appoint Sabri Kate* Abed to the 
post of company director, Jihad 
Khonry to the post of deputy 
director general for trade and 
technical affairs, and Tawfiq 
Jiryes to the post of deputy direc- 
tor general for administrative and 
finandal affairs. (Petra) 

MA’AN HOSPITAL: The 

National Medical Institution 
(NMI) has offered a tender to 
renovate the Ma’an hospital at 
the cost of JD 65,000. The re- 
novation process includes mainte- 
nance of building and fariiiiw? as 
well as asphalting parks and 
btrikhng pavements. (Petra) 

WAQQAS ELECTIONS: 

Some 2,463 voters of Waqqas 
township in North Ghor will 
Monday elect a new municipal 
council. There are twenty two 
candidates com p et in g over seven 
seats. All arrangements have 
been undertaken to ensure a 
smooth voting process. (Petra) 

ENVIRONMENT: The partid- 
pants in the regional seminar on 
tiie administration of environ- 
ment affairs in emergency condi- 
tions continued their meetings in 
Amman Sunday. Three working 
papers have been reviewed. The 
first one deals with industrial 
accidents such as leakage of 
dangerous chemicals. The second 
paper deals with the measures 
necessary to confront man-made 
catastrophes such as wars, milit- 
ary conflicts, and evacuation of 
people. The third paper deals 
with natural disasters and means 
to expect their occurrence and 
ways to avoid them. (Petra) 


KUWAIT (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
has said that depeodenoe on mod- 
em technology is the only sofn- 
tion to meet the food needs of the 
population, requiring coopera- 
tion among alT fgjaflBC to 

reach a common ground in adopt- 
ing modem technology in their 
policies. 

“The Mamie countries ought 
to_ define their development 
priorities before investing in 
modem technology because this 
investment would be futile in the 
absence of clear policy that 
makes science and technology a 
supporter of development plans. 

“Furthermore, the Islamic 


countriese ought to increase their 
investment in the fields fo science 
and technology in order to faeffi- 
tate dealings with modem tech- 
nologies.” How can we get into 
this field - while what is being 
spent in the fields of research and 
development in most Islamic 
countries did not reach 0.5 per 
cent at the best?,” Prince Hassan 
said, in a speech delivered on his 
behalf by Minister of Education 
Dr. Adnan Badran during the 
opening session of the Confer- 
ence of Modem Technologies 
and the Development of the Ma- 
mie World winch began in Kuwait 
Saturday. 

Prince Hassan said that in- 


creased knowledge promotes our 
scientific capabilities, enables us 
to attain technological growth, 
and enables us to choose our 
future. 

The Crown Prince said: “Our 
responsibility in die first place is 
toward oar children and the gen- 
erations to come so that we can 
ensure a future without man - 
made catastrophic*- We must not 
let them inherit a destroyed en- 
vironment.” 

Prince Hassan also asserted 
that “the future lies in the bands 
of those capable of absorbing 
these technologies, dealing with 
them, and using them for the 


purpose of serving the objectives 
of progress and development” 

A dumber of outstanding scien- 
tists, and representatives of Ma- 
mie countries have participated in 
the four-day conference. 

The conference will discuss re- 
search papers on the current and 
futuristic trends ir the field of 
electronics and the present capa- 
bilities of the Islamic World in 
this regard. Furthermore, the dis- 
cussions -will deal with informa- 
tics, biotechnology, advanced 
biotechnology of energy, and fu- 
ture applications of technology in 
foe fields of food, agriculture, 
and industry. - 


Society wins UNDP award 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Sol- 
diers’ Families Welfare Society 
'has won foe United Nations De- 
velopment Programme's 
(UNDP) award for foe non-gov- 
ernmental organisations for the 
year 1989. The society's project 
to improve foe socio-economic 
conditions of the low-income 
fenril i e s in Ghuwemeh area, in 
the outskirts of Zaxka, qualified it 
to win the award. 

The $25,000 award, introduced 


for foe first time in February 1988 
under a programme, called “part- 
ners in development” is given to 
non-govexnmental organisations 
carrying out innovative projects 
designed to enhance self-reliance 
and to ensure the m w in nun de- 
gree of interaction between gov- 
ernment and non-governmental 
organisations. 

The agreement for granting the 
UNDP award to foe society was 


signed for the society by Its Chair- 
person Nouzad Shaker, while it 
was signed for the UNDP by its 
resident representative Ali 
Attiga. 

Forty countries in the develop- 
ing world benefited from tins 
project However, the number of 
beneficiary countries rose by the 

end of 1989 to 60 countries. 

The programme in Jordan is 
carried out under the supervision 


of the UNDP resident repre- 
sentative in consultation wire a 
selection panel, grouping repre- 
sentatives for foe Jordanian gov- 
ernment and foe United Nations. 

The panel selects the project 
which meets the requirements of 
the programme’s award. 

Last year, Queen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund won the 
UNDP award for its woolen tex- 
tile project in Karak. 


Arab ministers pledge full support for uprising 


CAIRO (Petra) — The CouncS 
of Arab Interior Ministers Sun- 
day pledged foil support for the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and for foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), foe sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

In a communique issued at die 
conclusion of its three-day meet- 
ings. the council denounced foe 
Israeli oppressive and inhuman 
me asures a gainst foe Palestinian 
people in the occupied territories. 

The council supported the 


national reconciliation govern- 
ment in Lebanon and expressed 
satisfaction at the new Lebanese 
government’s efforts. 

It also praised the efforts made 
by tiie tripartite Higher Arab 
Committee, which has worked 
out foe Taif accord. 

On the council’s discussions 
and resolutions, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister 
Salem Masa’adeh, who is the 
bead of the Jordanian rigleg ati pn 
to the meetings, said that the. 
council approved the secretary 
general’s report on the follow up 


and implementation of the coun- 
cil’s resolutions and foe secretar- 
iat's participation in international 
conferences on security. 

He pointed out that foe council 
approved the interior minister’s 
report on foe Arab Centre for 
Security Studies, foe annual re- 
port on the Arab security plan 
and the various resolutions pas- 
sed during the conferences held 
at foe general secretariat. 

Masa’adeh also said that foe 
council approved the recom- 
mendations made by the commit- 
tee on tiie control of organised 


crime, and these made by the 
committee on evaluation of infor- 
mational, cultural and education- 
al, programmes. 

On the sidelines of die meet- 
ings, Masa’adeh held severe! 
talks with a number of Arab 
interior ministers. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
foe meetings included the In- 
terior Ministry's Secret:-.; y 
General Salameh Hammac, 
Director of Public Security De- 
partment Maj.-Gen. Fadel Ali 
Fuheid and his assistants for legal 
affairs and c riminal investigation. 



ON-LINE 

A new service by the Arab Bank 

Automated Teller Machine (ATM) 


you can now 
banking operations 


conduct the following 
by using the ATM Card 






Draw cash up to JD 400 from 
your account. 

Deposit (cash or cheque) in 
any of your accounts or the 
account of another person . 

Demand to know the balance 
of your deposits and obtain a 
summarised account state- 
ment. 

Demand a detailed account 
statement. 

Pay electricity bills by debiting 
your account. 

Direct transfer of deposits 
from your account to others in 
any of the Arab Bank 
branches in Jordan . 

Request a cheque book. 


■ 

******* 



The ATM service is now available at the 
following branches: 

• Marka 

• Abdali 

• Jabal Hussein 

• Fifth Circle 

• Bayader Wadi Seer 

• Shmeisani 

• King Faisal Street 

• Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 

• Ashrafieh 

• jubeiha 

• Gardens 

• Zarqa 

• Irbid 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES 
















Opinion Sr Analysis 


IORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, 


Jordan Times 

An iruU.-pnfcV.nl Arjh nulilical dady puhlohcJ in EnpWl h» lb«? Imdaii Pic« rowduion. 
EsuMblml IW$ 

UmJI J- — jii Jt jWl 4J&— Um iffjK. i— * >4i 

Editorial Director: 

RAKAN AL MAJALI 

Director General: 

DR. RAD! AL WAQFI 

Editor-in-Chief: 

DR. WALEED M. SADI 

Editorial and advertising offices: ‘ 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 667171-6, 670141-4. 684311, 684366 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times Advertising Department. 


Respect peoples’ 
basic rights 


ON tbe top of the agenda of the Bush -Gorbachev summit in 
the stormy sea of Malta is of course die issue of die 
reunification of Germany, At a time when Washington has 
praised the efforts to unify the two existing German states, 
Moscow and other capitals on both sides of the East-West 
divide have voiced strong reservations about die idea if not 
down right opposition to it. This is indeed perplexing to all 
tbe peoples and nations of tbe world that uphold the right to 
self-dete rminatio n as an enshrined right that no power 
should be allowed to undermine or interfere with. Yet one 
still hears voices objecting to the ramification of Germany 
as if that decision s theirs and theirs alone. Whatever 
happened to the voice of die German people in this very 
important matter and whoever «^agwt»d to other powers the 
right to speak on what is best for Germany and die German 
people? 

It seems that part of tbe anxiety bong bnOt op around the 
inevitable ramification of Germany is (he past history of 
Nazi Germany which had indeed perpetrated crimes of 
unimaginable proportions against humanity and threatened 
the stability and security of the entire world. Accordingly, 
what was objectionable about World War II Germany was 
never its sheer size or power but the fact that it was 
governed by a Nazi regime which violated the rights of the 
German people as much as it violated die rights of other 
peoples and countries. Once the cause of the fear is 
eliminated by the substitution of fascism and Nazism by an 
operational democratic system of government then there is 
no more cause to fear a giant democratic Germany which 
with its new strength, both economic and technological, can 
be a more potent power to establish and contribute to the 
stability and progress in the four corners of the world. 

We the peoples and countries of tbe Middle East who had 
suffered more than enough from the denial at our rights to 
exercise our right to self-determination in the recent past, 
and the Palestinian people who are stffl being denied that 
cardinal and inalienable right, attach paramount import- 
ance to the respect and observance of that global right 
everywhere in the world including Germany and Palestine. 
The thought of delegating to other countries and peoples the 
right to speak on behalf of others is therefore anathema to 
the dearest ideals (hat we faithfully uphold. We are not only 
astonished but also angered by any attempt to interfere with 
the exercise of the right to seff-determination in any part of 
the world and what we ask for ourselves we cannot 
rightfully deny to others. 

JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily called Sunday for a fruitful dialogue between 
the Parliament deputies themselves and between them and the 
executive authority in the service of the country’s best interests. 
The paper warned against evil elements lying in wait for this 
nation, and called for vigilance, lest the enemies delve through 
breaches in the walls into the fabric of society. The paper referred 
to a statement by tbe speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
on television last Friday in which he described democracy as a 
dangerous thing. The paper said that the speaker had in mind the 
present dangerous situation the country is feeing and the King's 
decision at the right moment calling on the representatives of the 
people to take the matters in their own hands under very hard 
circumstances. The paper also noted that the resumption of 
parliamentary life in the Kingdom as King Hussein had planned, 
removed a major obstacle before the government and the people 
and paved the ground for a responsible group of representatives 
and deputies to contribute towards the achievement of further 
progress and development in Jordan. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Sunday comments on the 
current Israeli escalation of repression against the Palestinian 
people under its rule. Tareq Masarweb cites as an example 
Israel's murdering of four young people in Nablus and its 
continued and persistent campaign of a trod ties against the local 
population in tne occupied Arab territories. Tbe writer says that 
the Israelis are following the example of the Latin American 
countries like El Salvador where government death squads roam 
the country, murdering innocent people in a bid to impose a 
terrorist regime on the innocent dtizens and force them to succumb 
to government dictatorship. Tbe writer says that tbe Israelis have 
been pursuing atrocities including indiscriminate killing of Palesti- 
nians, starving refugee camps and committing all sorts of crimes 
as the world continues to watch and as those who brag about 
human rights remain dead silent. Tbe writer expresses the view 
that Israel’s atrocities would be returned in kind, and the 
Palestinians should make of all Israeli homes, factories vehides 
and installations their resistance targets, causing wide-spread 
damage to them and doing what the Israelis have taught them to 
do, using all available means to defend themselves and liberate 
their homeland. 


A1 Dnstour daily commented Sunday on the superpower summit 
in Malta and said that the people of the Mediterranean region 
attach real hopes to that meeting in view of tbe numerous 
problems and the dangerous situation they are feeing. The paper 
said although there are signs of detente between the East and 
West, and despite the rapprochement between Washington and 
Moscow, tiie Middle East remains in turmoil, and the Arab- 
Israeli conflict remains unresolved. The paper said the two 
Superpowers have indeed cooperated to defuse world tension and 
end regional conflicts in some parts of the world other than the 
Middle East which remains an explosive area due to Israel's 
intransigence and its rejection of peace. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


Winds of change have yet to reach many places 


WHILE the Gorbachevian revolution has signalled the loss of the 
ideological race by c ommunism to Western-style pluralism, it has 
nevertheless performed the ultimate service to humanity by 
signalling the end of the prospect of global nndear war. Seen in 
this light, reformation and enligh te nme nt in Eastern Europe, 
including the Soviet Union, have in effect saved mankind from 
the shadow of a mass destructive war that has threatened life per 
se on planet Earth with extinction. It would not be an exaggera- 
tion, therefore, to bail the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev as the 
saviour of life and environment on Earth for giving the green light 
for launching an age of enlightenment all across eastern Europe. 

Without Gorbachev, none of the magnificent changes that have 
swept across Eastern Europe could have occurred with such 
swiftness and ease. This is not to suggest that the Soviet president 
should alone be credited for all the changes and transformations 
that have taken place in Eastern Europe. Rather it is an admission 
that without the kind of p rogr ess ive and enlightened leadership 
that Gorbachev has been offering, all a tte mp ts to effect reforma- 
tion in Eastern Europe would have been stubbornly rejected even 
by force. Many future generations will therefore pay tribute to the 
one special leader who reduced the prospects of total annihilation 
of man and environment. He will surely go down in history as the 
“saviour’' of life on planet Earth for which mankind owes him 
perpetual gratitude mid appreciation. 


But global nuclear and thermonuclear warfare is not the only 
danger confronting man, albeit it is the major apocalypse that was 
hanging heavily on the shoulders of the peoples of the world. As 
long as p rol iferation of nndear arms and. other mass destructive 
weapons goes unchecked, many small nations could be projected 
as potential possessors of such weapons. Thus at a time when the 
probabilities of global nndear wars have receded, regional 
nndear wars, especially among developing countries that lad the 
scruples against tbe use of such weapnss. can be viewed as having 
increased. 

The only salvation for the peoples of the various regions of the 
world, which can be regarded as being continuously threatened by 
mass destructive weapons, be they nuclear, chemical or biologic- 
al, is to speed up the wind of change that has crossed Eastern 
Europe and allow it to cross the shores and boundaries of other 
countries. And by accelerating the process of reformation one 
does not t hin k in terms of mechanical and technological man- 
ifestations. Prime examples of countries with advanced technolo- 
gy but backward in intellectual technology and political philoso- 
phy are Israel and Sooth Africa. Both countries have all the 
semblances of advanced nations and regard themselves as part of 
the Western heritage. In fact neither country can qualify as part 
and parcel of the era of reformation. Take for example Israel. In 
spite of the fallacious facade of being part of tbe Western 


civilisation and boasting as the only democracy in a “sea of 
darkness.” Israel’s body politic, like that rat South Africa s, has 
yet to reconcile itself to accepting other peoples’ base hu man 
rights. Suffice to recall in this context the tortuous and shameful 
course that the ongoing debate on the adoption of tbe basic Jaw 
(Homan Rights) in Israel has taken. With both main political 
parties in tael, Labour and Likud, offering to sacrifice the cause 
of human rights in tael on tbe altar of expediency and power 
politics, one can easily conclude that the gap between tael and 
tine Western civilisation is indeed wide. „ ’ 

And what applies to Israel applies with equal force to South 
Africa which looks Western on the surface but very much, 
medieval in substance. And it so happens that both countries have 


other countries in their respective regions to seek an appropriate 
deterrent. It is only natural and logical that countries m tbe two 
respective regions of tbe Middle East and Southern Africa., which 
reject he ge mony, would want to seek deterrents of one kind or 
another. And in due course the proliferation of nadear or other 
destructive weapon systems would pose an even greater 
threat to life and environment on planet Earth. It is therefore 
imperative that greater efforts be exerted to check such. new 
t fayrafs e manating from smaller and less developed count ries by 
the introduction of enlightenment and reformation to within their 
borders. • 


The timid passivity of Bush and Baker 


ByNaseer Aruri 

WHEN placed in tbe historical 
context of U.S. involvement in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, Israel’s 
proposed plan for elections in the 
occupied territories and tbe Bush 
administration’s attempt to effect 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations 
offer few prospects of a resolu- 
tion. The diplomatic history of 
the Middle East during the past 
two decades reveals that half a 
dozen U.S. administrations have 
stood consistently in op position 
to a settlement supported by an 
international consensus — one 
that would provide for an end to 
tbe Israeli occupation and a be- 
ginning of Palestinian statehood. 
At die same time, Israel' has 
managed to reject every single 
U.S. initiative involving a territo- 
rial settlement, even when such 
initiatives excluded Palestinian 
sovereignty. The Palestinians 
have thus been confronted with 
two protagonists intent on de- 
nying them a national existence. 

Hie intifada represents tbe 
latest Palestinian response to this 
joint U.S.-Israeli endeavour of 20 
years. Washington’s sudden 
awakening to the fact the status 
quo in die occupied West Bank 
and Gaza was untenable mma in 
February 1988, after five years of 
diplomatic paralysis. The Shultz 
plan was introduced then to simp- 
ly reaffirm U.S. custodianship 
over the Middle East, to elbow 
out other serious plans and to 
protect Israel's image in the U.S., 
which has been tarnished by its 
brutal attempts to s uppress the 
intifada. Mr. Shultz bad endorsed 
tael’s attempt to contain the 
intifada but his approach was 
different. He issued an invitation 
to die Palestinians to explore a 
solution based on tbe Reagan 
Plan and Camp David, with lan- 
guage like “full autonomy", tran- 
sitional periods, elections for a 
“self governing authority”, and 
some kind of association with 
Jordan, none of which was likely 
to incur serious Israeli opposi- 
tion. And yet when the PLO 
recognised Israel's “right to ex- 
ist”, “renounced terrorism” and 
called for a two-state solution, 
the Reagan administration mere- 
ly agreed to no more than talking 
to the PLO sporadically at a fairly 
low-level, and on the basis of a 
very narrow agenda. 

From the American point of 
view these talks constitute a 
forum from winch to lecture tbe 
PLO on the requirements of 
accepted behaviour in the hope 
that the PLO would act, as inter- 
locutor for the Palestinians in the 


West Bank and Gaza. Both Mr. 
Shultz and Mr. Baker issued de- 
nials that the talks constituted 
negotiations, despite the fact that 
the PLO had met Kissinger’s and 
Reagan’s terms for such negotia- 
tions. 

Thus the Reagan-Shultz legacy 
to the Bush administration has 
not been reversed by the dialogue 
with die PLO. In fact, the new 
administr ation's approach to the 
conflict exhibits an even stronger 
commitment to the Israeli posi- 
tion. Furthermore, it lacks the 
apparent urgency with winch Mr. 
Shultz tried to respond to tbe 
intifada. 

The passive Bush 
adnrinistratiem 

When the Bush administration 
finally decided that the Middle 
East could not be ignored any 
longer, it moved with characteris- 
tic caution and passivity. The fear 
of doing the wrong thing seems to 
haunt this administration to the 
extent that it tends to encourage 
other parties to sponsor initia- 
tives. This curious method of 
nang surrogates on the diploma- 
tic front saw the administration 
push Shamir and Mubarak to. 
attach their imprimatur to the 
peace plan' that Washington 
would sponsor. 

The diplomatic void was filled 
by the so-called elections plan, a 
rather safe bet for the Bush admi- 
nistration, which induced it and 
elevated it to the centre of its 
Middle East diplomacy. The plan 
itself, of course, had to be spon- 
sored by Israel, whose defence 
minister had earlier conceived it 
as a means to stop the intifada 
and provide the U.S. Congress 
with die necessary justification to 
maintain the status quo. The sub- 
stance of tbe (dan, however, was 
totally rejectionist, which should 
raise the question of whether the 
administration is seriously explor- 
ing a viable settlement 

Baker plays it safe 

Tbe administration, however, 
continued to try to “play it safe”, 
with a major address by Secretary 
Baker to the American-tael 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) on May 22. Its list of 
“dos” and “don’ts” placed the 
administration in the postion of 
arbiter, albeit an active bystander 
whose intense scrutiny would fall 
short of pronouncing a verdict 
Tbe mild rebuke it drew from 
Shamir as “useless” was not quite 
as bad as his response to the 
Shultz Plan: “bad, unwelcome 



and impractical". Tbe fact is, 
however, that the demands which 
Baker matte on the Palestinians 
and tbe Arabs were more specific 
.than those, made on Israel and 
they went beyond those made by 
his predecessor. He urged them 
to produce a “constructive” re- 
sponse to “Israel’s initiatives”. 
He commanded the Palestinians 
to “translate the dialogue of vio- 
lence in the intifada into a dia- 
logue of politics and diplomacy”. 
He asked them to accept a tran- 
sitional period of autonomy prior 
to a final settlement He warned 
them not to “distort international 
organisations" by seeking admis- 
sion to membership in die United 
Nations* specialised agencies. 
He wanted them to convince the 
Israelis of their peaceful inten- 
tions, to accept as a real opening 
die elections proposed by die 
Shamir government and to 
“understand that no one is going 
to deliver Israel for you." , 

As for Israel, die new element 
in Mr. Baker’s AJPAC speech 
was merely the language: 

“Now is the time to lay aside, 
once and for all, the unrealistic 
vision of a greater Israel... Fors- 
wear annexation. Stop settlement 
activity. Allow schools to reopen. 
Reach out to the Palestinians as 
neighbours who deserve political 
rights.” 

Mr. Baker dearly places the 
onus far breaking the impasse on 
the Palestinians and the Arab 
World, which be warned to “take 
concrete steps towards accom- 


modation with Israel”, and in- 
sisted that such steps could not be 
outside tbe framework of the 
so-called peace process. He 
.therefore ignored previous Arab 
efforts .on behalf of accommoda- 
tion which span two decades, 
beginning with U.N. mediator 
Gunnar Jaring in 1970 and indnd- 
rag the numerous resolutions 
adopted by Arab summit confer- 
ences calling for mutual recogni- 
tion. 

Using Egypt 

IsraeTwas thefiist phase of Bush 
and Baker’s diplomacy, selling 
the plan to the Palestinians 
through Egypt was the second 
phase. But Mubarak’s ten-point 
plan was rejected by Israel, not- 
withstanding its capitulatory 
character. Consider the pro- 
cedurafly oriented amendments it 
offered, -with no mention of 
Palestinian independence, or its 
accommodation of the Likud by 
finding a new “legitimate repre- 
sentative” of the Palestinian 
People- 

Baker’s response to his recal- 
dtrant ally was five “suggested 
points”, again carefully avoiding 
the impression that there was any 
“American plan” and keeping 
the U.S. away from the centre of 
the negotiating process. The in- 
tent of the “suggested points” is 
to hold a meeting for toe foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Israel and the 
U.S. in order to deride who is the 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinians. After all, Mr. Sha- 


mir is not only rejecting the PLO 
in that role but he has objections 
to a broad range of Palestinians 
involved in the uprising in the 
occupied territories. 

. That the Shamir government is ; 
.stalling and perpetuating the im- 
passe is well known. What is 
interesting is that Shamir has 
virtually turned down his own 
proposal, which some of his allies 
m the Likud coalition believe 
offered the Palestinians too 
much! Herein lay die disagree- 
ment between him and Baker. 
Bnt Mr. Shamir is being 
approached with kid gloves by all 
players. Baker will not push him 
into a comer and risk a collapse 
of his fragile “national unity" 
government. Mubarak has a 
vested interest in a settlement. 

The PLO, which has die most 
to lose by its own disenfranchise- 
ment ana the political extermina- 
tion of the Palestinian people, 
opted against rejecting the char- 
ade, being fully aware that it 
amounts to no more than a re- 
packaged Camp David. In fact, 
the PLO encouraged Palestinian 
leaders in the occupied territories 
to meet Israeli officials and the 
Bosh administration’s first high 
ranking delegation in May 1989, 
while its own contacts' with 
Washington were limited to the 
level of U.S. functionaries in 
Tonis. This is the extent to winch 
the PLO has gone to avoid being 
seen as a spoiler. It hopelessly 
tries to push the U.S. to take 
seriously what Israel had in fact 


started as a public relations exer- 
cise. • - 

Baker's myopic vision 

Meanwhile the real objective 
of Israel’s election proposal is to 
throw die ball back into the 
Palestinian court, to create a divi- 
sion between the PLO and the 
intifada leadership, to break die 
U.S.-PLO talks by forcing the 
latter to criticise Baker's feeble; 
attitude towards Shamir and to. 
create a rift between tiie PLO and 
the Arab states. What Washing- 
ton wants from the PLO, baying 
exhausted all means of promoting 
Jordan as interlocutor, is to defiv T 
er the Palestinian leadership in; 
the occupied territories — ie tor 
acquiesce in the process of substi- 
tuting self-government for state- 
hood. . L 

The desired outcome of Mr. 
Baker’s renewed “peace process”, 
is not difficult to predict His 
AIPAC speed) found symmetry 
between tbe Arab dream of an 
independent state on less than 25 
per cent of pre-1948 Palestine and 
the dream of a greater load in 
the whole of Palestine. Therein 
lay his compromise. The Palesti- 
nians would have to sink beiovr 
their . minimal position, . while . 
- Israel #orfid correspondingly trim 
its maximalist position. But even 
this myope vision conflicts with, 
the plans of Mr. Shamir, Who was' 
elected on a platform excluding 
withdrawal from the West Bank ' 
and Gaza and who considers that 
Israel’s obligations under Resolu- 
tion 242 have already been met 
by withdrawal from Sinai. . 

Should any disagreement occur 
between Washington and Tel. 
Aviv it would be over the inter-: 
pretation of 242. But given the^ 
timidity displayed so far by the 
Burii administration and the khj 
timidation of U.S. legislators by 
the Israeli lobby, U*S. pressure 
on the Shamir goveru&ent is not 
in the offing. Tne U.S. is likely to ; 
continue its attempts to pressure: 
its Arab friends and to extract- 
concessions from the PLO - in - 
order to assure an outcome that • 
would preserve as much of the' 
status quo as possible. ' 

In the meantime, the PLO has. i 
not only played Arafat’s “last 
card" — ie recognition of Israel, - 
but the intifada card as wett. It 
has resulted in a meagre dialogue 
which Washington has so far nsed 
to preach to the PLO from the 
pulpit. The Palestinians will have 
to develop new strategies to move 
the U.S. beyond the dialogue — 
Middle East International, 
London. 


For Gorbachev, a crisis with no solution 


By Peter Reddaway 

WASHINGTON — In tbe world 
of Mikhail Gorbachev, history is 
marching backward. The forces 
of nationalism and religion are 
rising, the socialist dominoes of 
Eastern Europe are faffing and a 
growing number of Soviet repub- 
lics are in turmoil. Communist 
economics are an acknowledged 
failure, a winter of discontent is 
at hand and much of the party’s 
self-serving history is now a grud- 
gingly admitted lie. The result is 
that tbe Soviet regime is going 
through a profound crisis of legi- 
timacy.. 

It is a crisis with no apparent 
resolution. In c on t ra st to the peo- 
ples of Poland, Hungary and East 
Germany, the Soviet people have 
not yet internalised the values 
needed for negotiating the rocy 
road to democracy and free mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Gorbachev calls peres- 
troika a revolution, and some 
domestic groups have taken him 
at his word, going well beyond 
what he wants. But most Soviet 
citizens are being asked to run 
before they can walk. In the 
process, tremendous social confu- 
sion, disorder and economic de- 


cline have set in. It would be 
difficult in the best of dreumst- 
ances for the Kremlin to get out 
of this situation. But given the 
tyranny and deception Mr. Gor- 
bachev inherited from the Stalin- 
ist past, his task approaches the 
impossible. 

What then is the near-term 
Soviet future? The following 
essay represents my best guesses. 

_ Mikhail Gorbachev is obvious- 
ly at the centre of that Soviet 
fa hire, at least for the next few 
months or even years. But the 
evidence suggests that his real as 
opposed to formal authority is 
sinking, not only among the de- 
moralised politic] elite, but in 
liberal circles and among the in- 
creasingly disillusioned Soviet 
people. 

The immediate prospects are 
grim, and the long-term prospects 
are even grimmer. There is no 
evidence that tbe system can be 
successfully revitalised under 
Communist leadership. 

The bold attempt to transfer' 
power and authority to the 
Soviets — the popularly elected 
councils — is faltering; the party 
increasingly sees these bodies as a 
threat. Nor can the system mud- 
dle through, implementi ng a vi- 
able perestroika and managing 


popular unrest. Developments 
within die Soviet Union are too 
volatile for that, and the demo- 
cratic revolutionaries of Eastern 
Europe can only increase that 
volatility by inspiring non-com- 
munist and anti-commnuist 
groups in the Soviet Union by 
their example. 

Beyond the supply shortages, 
social disorder, ethnic strife, 
strikes and mushrooming crime 
that are already visible, lie almost 
inevitable major power clashes. 

Just in October, according to a 
report in The Washington Post, 
Mr. Gorbachev privately warned 
the United States “that he may be 
obliged to take steps that seem 
inconsistent with bis goal of 
democratising Soviet society.” 

This is not surprising. For 
several months liberal intellec- 
tuals have been floating die idea 
that the economic and political 
situations are so threatening that 
Mr. Gorbachev ought to be given 
temporary special powers so that 
fas can restore order, outlaw 
strikes, force people to tighten 
their belts and reverse the 
dangerous centrifugal forces at 
work in tbe republics. 

If this has been happening with 
Mr- Gorbachev’s encourage- 
ment, it indicates that although 


be possesses an enormous 
amount of formal authority, he 
may feel that he lacks the wide 
popular support that would en- 
able him to crack down. Gaining 
a nod of toleration from Presi- 
dent Bosh is probably a Gor- 
bachev goal for tiie corning Malta 
summit. 

What options is Mr. Gor- 
bachev likely to be considering? 
His recent initial steps of ordering 
tbe MVD (internal police) riot 
units to deal more roughly with 
selected demonstrations, and of 
hectoring liberal editors and in- 
tellectuals for two hours on Oct. 
13, may have heartened con- 
servatives and Russian national- 
ists, but they will no more than 
temporarily intimidate the liber- 
als and dissidents. 

How then might Mr. Gor- 
bachev escalate? He might re- 
move a few liberal editors or 
dose down a publication or two. or 
break a strike or an important 
demonstration with violence and 
arrests. Or be might order the 
arrest of opposition leaders 
around die country. He might 
seek special powers from the Sup- 
reme Soviet and dedare a state of 
emergency in more areas than the 
currently affected Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan and Mol- 


davia. Or — an extreme step — 
he could postpone some or all of 
the approaching local and repub- 
lic-level elections. But such half- 
measures almost cert ain ly would 
back fire. They would provoke 
outrage from all the opposition 
groups and create concern 
abroad, but they would not solve 
— and would probably excacer- 
bate — all the real problems. 

Could Mr. Gorbachev launch 
the sort of all-out offensive 
against dissent and opposition 
that the conservatives have long 
been calling for? Probably not. 
That would destroy his own 
perestroika, and the conserva- 
tives might soon replace him with 
a more credible and trustworth y 
“counterrevolutionary.” 

Mr. Gorbachev is probably in 
little short-term, danger from the 
incipient conservative backlash. 
Conservatives at present have no 
credible leader and no credible 
programme. Yegor Ugachev, the 
best-known hardliner, is 69, 
widely discredited with the public 
and too cautious to lead a coup. 
And conservatives in all institu- 
tions have been repeatedly 
knocked off balance by Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s political infighting skills 
and are still in disarray. 

The military has weak leaders 


and has been placed on the del 
ave by a range of Gorbac 
initiatives for military reform 
is unpopular with mnrfa of 
public. Since its involves) enl 
the Tbilisi killings . of April 
when 20 demonstrators were 

led in tbe Geo rgian ra pital 

army has been saying thai 
should never a gain be nsed 
internal policing purposes uni 
the Snpreme Soviet approves 
As for the KGB, its be 
Vladimir Kryuchkov, is caxty 
out pro-Gorbachev po lici es « 
successfully controlling the gr< 
mg conservative discontent in 
ranks. The MVD is likewise 
apparently pro-Gorbacfa 
hands, and the head of its “ini 
nal troops” recently" annoma 
that these troops wfll never 
used to break up strikes. He a 
said his troops number o 
36,000 but will rise to62,700o 
two years (evidently by hk 
KGB border guards, whose m 
bers are being cut)r 
Forty-four per cent of the e 
rent forces, be said, axe., n 
deployed in the Transcanca 
alone- It seems evident that i 
crucial element for a major era 
down — plenty of MVD trtt 
— is not now available — 1 
Washington Post. 
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Healers, educators, and handicapped 
people: Working small miracles 
to create fuller lives 


_ ? basicC Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday inaugurated tbe College of 
^ Occupational Therapy at Farah Royal Jordanian Rehabilitation 
tiv, Centre in Amman.. 


SceQ 

?aad> 


THE OCCUPATIONAL 
-rc- fberapy Coilege and the A1 Hns- 
v 10 S<taiein Society for the Physically 

**? % Handicapped, funds provided fay 

n n r ^Wthe United States Agency for 
epT0 WLhi ter national Development 
lf^°J>SfUSAlD). and other donors are 
7 s to tW being used to insure fuller more 
Africa. % rewarding lives for sick and hand- 
i 0&e %!icapped children and adults. Both 
ea * or f»L arasnsatioos focus on holistic 


Sv «o treatment of disability, and pro- 
“thej^vide a service once lacking in 
"* snefa ^Jordan. 


^opened at the Farah Rehabilita- 
— ~-~^tion Unit of die King Hussein 
Medical Centre in Amman. The 
college is run by a voluntary 
board of directors under the 
umbrella of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS). 

. With a USAID grant of over 
$200,000 the college has began 
tr ainin g Jordan’s first occupation' 
ni|. ■ . al therapists. These twelve dipio 
pIC v&oi ma students, and those who will 
enter tire programme in years to 
tc&i obj;j pome, will fill a pressing need in 
the field of therapy and iehabi- 
ioDQ t Station. Jordan needs an esti- 
o creaiea^ mated 150 occupational therap- 
p L0 — one per 20,000 people — 
*• to bred: to serve its. present population. 
V fordui There are currently only three 


■n the PLO^ Farah Unit, and all teaching stu- 
Vfiai dents in the new college as well, 
e PLO.b; Captain Jamal SmadB, wbu was 
<sofpro^the first practitioner.- in Jordan in 
nor.istDt 1983, heads the team which in- 
leadenb lieutenant Widad Akrouk 
Tories ~ E and Captain Nisreen Kasim, now 
ocessafsg studying in England. These ther- 
nen: fe c apists assist physicians and 
surgeons at the hospital in the 
;jonu rft "*h» a l phases of patient treatment 
4 ace m 88 n*® 85 rehabDitative treatment 
; during the beaKng process. Cap- 
inc j ^ tain Smadi focuses on care for 

' -i’eai 

octa&fe. 

$ PaJesce. - - - 

iviag 

e.HisPa •. 

to sai k By Jean-Mwc Dnpukh 

JSItlOD, S 

^fat iTHE HRST world exhibition of 
^, n go/contemporaxy art was recently 
^.r’dKSsbeld in Pans at the Georges 
. ,nir ^Pongadou Centre and the Large 
\,r^ IjiHall at La VOIette. It was an 
j!'l y,'^. ^exhibition devoted to contempor- 
T^k-ary, 001 modem, art. That is to 
under fie 5 ®* that present-day creation was 
,. d ^represented in die variety of its 

* avOisatiaas, giving a special place 
‘ s -to works until now reserved for 
r “ TT, j • ethnological or anthropological 
:t0 ”. .f'g museums. 

J*' Jr Tbe exhibition well deserves its 
_ ‘.^Tnaaie of “Magicians of the 
40 t2 { ^ Earth”, not only because it links 
' r ; ■%- op with the idea of art as enchant- 

• ■ meat, ^ because a large number 

' of the exhibitors are witch-doc- 
‘ tors, priests and servants of old 
* local religions which have been 
w ? s safeguarded. 

inti h ' * It is pleasing to see that, at a 
•Jk w time when avant-garde artists, 
juuk?- who are also present in die ex- 
nicji 7 hjbition, are running out of 
;iSJfc v steam, nervy with looking for 
. ini P- L ' new ideas, traditional artists daz- 
dc us with the beauty of a living 
iZiOi.tf 5 art, perpetuating a magic and 
jrt a **. artiste: practice, celebrating the 
&&& perenniality of man and of the 
forces of nature. This art is not 
> 2,0 in® - fixed in time, as the objects and 
languages of the 20th century are 
iss*** integrated . Nor is it an art 
K '.$&? addicted tb tire past. But an r 
.’fra®* eternal art, always new as every 
day recreates the world and as the 
— ancestors are invited to the life of 
the commonity. 

I One will thus not be surprised 
at tire importance devoted to 
myths about tbe creation of the 
world and the group, with the 
huge doth mask by the Nigerian 
Mpce Chukukwelu, a “veritable 
V' sphtteal monument, both an im- 
"■jji f age of cosmogony and a hymn to 
, U :K^_ the power of the community”, 

1 .,f & with the Song of the Morning 
Star, painted on bark, a song of 
' the creation of the world and the 
spirit of tire ancestors, by the 
Australian Aborigine Jack- 
5 Wunowun, with the houses of the. 
men of Papua-New. Guinea, de-' 
.5 * corated with painted baric which . 
,V perpetuate die memory of the- 

iV - • ■ 


spinal injury patients, t while 
Lieutenant Akrouk specialises in 
the care of bum patients. Early 
intervention with such , patients 
can ameliorate the crippling 
effects of their injuries. 

Occupational therapy is NOT 
training to help disabled people 
to get jobs. Occupational therapy 
is medically prescribed treatment 
that uses work — whether the 
daily living tasks of dressing, 
bathing, etc., or the vocational 
tasks of sewing, hammering, lift- 
ing, computer operation, etc. — 
to strengthen muscles, increase 
range of movement, restore coordi- 
nation and balance, and increase 
self-confidence and self esteem. 
Using their knowledge of ana- 
tomy and physiology, IdneseoJogy, 
psychology, and other disciplines, 
occupational therapists play a vit- 
al role in the treatment of arthri- 
tis, bums, fractures, cerebral pal- 
sy, cardiovascular disease, and 
other disabling conditions. On a 
recent morning, the therapists 
provided outpatient service to 
some 20 cheats including a four- 
year old spina bifida patient, a 
young woman whose polio- 
stunted leg is being lengthened 
nearly 6 centimetres through 
bone grafts, a woman who lost 
most use of her fingers in a bum 
accident, and a robust young man 
whose severed hand was reim- 
planted by King Hussein Centre 
surgeons after a workplace acci- 
dent. Additionally, tire therapists 
make regular ward rounds and 
care on mil by tire surgeons and 
specialists at the Medical Centre. 

To augment the services of the 
occupational therapists at Farah 
Unit, the private voluntary sector 
in Jordan intennittentiy recruits 
expatriate therapists at great cost 
to work for brief periods in Jor- 
dan. By training Jordan's young 
people in this field, tire new 


college is insuring that this service 
will be more available and more 
affordable, and that it will be 
delivered by professionals with 
first-hand knowledge of the lan- 
guage and societal norms. Furth- 
ermore, the tr aining is an avenue 
to financially and professionally 
rewarding employment for dedi- 
cated young men and women. 

“We are the first to be edu- 
cated in Jordan,” said one stu- 
dent. “There is a sc ar c i ty in this 
field, and we're responding to tbe 
need.” As additional classes of 
students enroll in tbe diploma 
programme, the college will out- 
grow its facilities at the Medical 
Centre. It is hoped that within 
three years the college will relo- 
cate to the University of Jordan 
as a degree programme, accord- 
ing to Joseph Bustittfl, Director. 
BusuttD has developed tbe curri- 
culum for dae programme and is 
introducing psychiatric services to 
the occupational therapy field in 
Jordan. Bnsnttil i ndicated that 
although the college is only two 
months old, it has already promp- 
ted inquiries from neighbouring 
countries interested in sending 
students for training. 

One of the organisations that 
will eagerly employ the new 
graduates is the Al Hussein Soci- 
ety for the Physically Handicap- 
ped. The Society has grown out 
of the almost daily efforts of 
Princess Majda Ra'ad and a corps 
of dedicated volunteers. It now 
employs a staff of 58 and serves 
160 children and young adults at 
its attractive elementary school, 
dormitory, and workshops on 
Jabal Amman. 

The newest budding in the 
complex is a 3-storey vocational 
rehabilitation facility built 
through a grant from USAID and 
-a generous donation from a local 
businessman. It houses work- 
shops that train and employ 
handicapped young adults in sew- 
ing and handicrafts, TV and radio 
repair, and book binding. The 
sale of these services and pro- 


ducts wall provide a much needed 
steady source of income for the 
workers and the Society as well. 
Having become proficient in their 
trades, some of the trainees stay 
on as employees at Al Hussein 
while others have become valu- 
able employees of private sector 
firms or started their own 
businesses. 

USAID recently funded a 2- 
month consultation by a voca- : 
tional rehabilitation specialist, , 
Sydney Heymann, a ' volunteer 
with the International Executive ! 
Service Corps (IESQ. Heymann i 
helped the society to finalise : 
plans for vocational activities, ac- 
quiring a TV simulator for di- 
agnosing and testing repairs 
which was donated by the Yar- 
monk University of Science and 
Technology, ana ordering radio 
repair training kits. The TV re- 
pair shops diagnoses problems 
and provides customers with 
prompt estimates and repairs that 
are guaranteed for 30-days. 

Plans are underway to launch a 
book binding business that will 
employ six persons. Scheduled to 
start in Derember, the business 
will convert imported soft bound 
text books to durable hardbound 
texts for the Jordan Book Centre 
serving the University of Jordan. 
Additionally, a specialised shop 
at Al Hussein manufactures va- 
rious individnally fitted prostb- 
eses needed within the school 
community. 

Tbe frrilitifts now available in 
Jordan to serve handicapped peo- 
ple are first rate and they are 
staffed by talented and dedicated 
professionals and volunteers. 
These facilities, concentrated in 
Amman, are also stretched and 
cannot serve many who are now 
in need. The creation of the 
Occupational Therapy College is 
a major step in developing tbe 
talent that mil help handicapped 
people and their families towards 
the niller lives they are capable of 
and so richly deserve. 


Magicians of the earth 


group, and with the cosmology of 
the Eskimo Pauiosee Kumhusee, 
carved in a whalebone. 

As religions marks the days, 
from birth to death, one sees 
Indian women paint the earth 
walk with symbolical figures, ser- 
pent-women (Bowa Devi) or 
trees with serpent roots (Jivya 
Soma Mashe), which play a role 
of initiation to marriage. “When 
men leave for the school of cir- 
cumcision, the women of the 
N’debcle tribe in southern Africa 
replaster their houses, rebuild the 
entrance and paint the walls”. 
Such a dwelling was reproduced, 
decorated with geometrical pat- 
terns and stylised motifs by 
Esther Mahlangu. Kane Kwei 
from Ghana makes coffins 
shaped tike onions, lions, cars or 
boars. Efiaimbelo from Madagas- 
car carves funeral poles topped 
with an emblematic figure: a 
plou ghman , a coach, motorcyo- 
Hst, etc. Jimmy Wnhiln, from 
Australia, makes hollow funeral 
posts on which fish represent the 
souls of the dead. 

We said that many of these 
artists were magicians and witch- 
doctors. Tbe works of die Brazi- 
lian Maestro Didi, who is both an 
artist and a priest, represent tbe 
ritual objects of ins religion, 
made from palmleaf veins, leath- 
er, raffia and shells. On a plat- 
form covered in earth, the Hai- 
tian Wesner Phihdor has drawn 
magi c symbols in white and ocre 
powder, directed by a central tree 
coloured red, around which lies 
the painting of a green snake. 
These are the “veves”, symbols 
of the voodoo gods. Members of 
the Ynendumu Aborigine Com- 
munity came to reproduce a ritual 
pain ting on sand in honour of 
their ancestors. Cyprien 
Tokoudagfra, from Benin, has 
rebuilt a voodoo temple with 
expressive sculptures. 

Since Heavenly God appeared 
to him, Frederic Bruly Bouabre, 
from the Ivory Coast, has been 
covering hundreds of postcard- 
size pieces of cardboard with ball- 
point drawings coloured with 
crayons and encircled by a cap- 


tion. On them, he reproduces 
portraits of famons men as well as 
myths, objects from everyday life • 
and Iris visions, or his patient 
observation of signs: marks on a 
bananas or the “atomization of 
clouds”. He has drawn a snail, 
surrounded by the caption: 
“Around 1977, 1 discovered that 
no snail resembled another one in 
its shell adornment”. Why in- 
vest? It is enough to see. 

There are countless works of 
religious inspiration (such as 


Nepalese tankas and Tibetan 
vegetable powder mandalas). Ex- 
hibitors who, without being tradi- 
tional, do not reveal some reli- 
gions quest or sensitivity, are 
scarce. Bringing together these 
artists from contrasting origins, 
this exhibition has made it possi- 
ble to bring joyous acknowledge- 
ment and requital to these magi- 
cians who are the mysterious 
bearers of the obscure but deep 
hopes of the world. — French 
features 


MEGA-SUCCESS as a singer 
has never been enough for hig h 
priestess of pop Madonna. She 
craves acting applause, too. 

Time and again, she has 
offered herself up as a human 
sacrifice to tbe critics. Again and 
again, they have devoured her. 

Now her jinx-hit film career is 
facing another letdown. 

Madonna was pinning all her 
hopes on Dick Tracey, co-star- 
ring and directed by Warren 
Beatty. 

But Beatty has been hit with a 
cippling law suit brought by four 
top Hollywood production com- 
panies who claim they own tbe 
film rights because Beatty broke 
an agreement over profits. 

Beatty, who fell in love with 
Madonna on the set and is now 
also co-starring in her life, has 
vowed to fight the claim ail the 
way, but even if be wins, it will 
probably delay the release plan- 
ned for next summer. 

There has already been r»Hr in 
Hollywood that there was no- 
thing to bold up its release this 
year — except a fear that it was 
not strong enough to compete in 
an exceptional field with tbe likes 

Of Ba tman and In diana Jones. 

And insiders are speculating 
about why Madonna, who cer- 
tainly doesn't need the money, 
wanted to put her ego on the line 
again. 

Materia] Girl sold more than 60 
million records and made her one 
of America's top earners. Her 
debut album was in the U.S. 
charts for a staggering 12 months. 
Her second made triple platinum 
in just 14 weeks. 

She notched up 17 consecutive 
Top Ten singles, five of which 
were number ones. Last year, she 
came second only to Mary Tyler 
Moore in tbe high-earning 
women-in showbiz stakes with an 
estimated take of £30 million. 

But most of that came from a 
phenomena] concert tour. Had 
she concentrated on music and 
given acting a miss, she might 
have come even closer to Tyler 
Moore's staggering £82 million. 

Instead, she invested months in 
a Broadway play, Speed the 
Plough , only to be rewarded with 
the headline in the New York 
Daily News: “No. she can’t act.” 

Beneath which, critic Howard 
Kissel praised the play's ele- 
gance, direction, clarity and wit 
and concluded: “I bet it would be 
even funnier with an actress in 
it.” 

“Her ineptitude is scandalously 
thorough,” said CBS reviewer, 

De nnis Cunningham . 

Sophisticated New York audi- 
ences walked out complaining of 
her amateurism or stayed in their . 
seats and laughed at it. 

Yet if the 31 -year-old profes- 
sional strumpet with a lust for 
acclaim found it tough to take, 
there was daily therapy on tap for 
her as she drove to and from the 
theatre in her blade stretch limo 
complete with entourage. 

Mobs of Wannabees were 
gathered around the stage door 
for a glimpse, stopping traffic and 
infuriating tbe police who bad to 
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Madonna — she won acclaim for her voice — but will she 
win acclaim for her acting? 

An ego 

is on 
the line 


hold them back and attempt to 
keep the rity moving. 

Last year was not much better. 
Madonna was voted Worst Ac- 
tress of the Year, for the second 
year r unnin g. • 

She got the Golden Raspberry 
for her role in Who's That GirL 
One critic described her perform- 
, ance as “frighteningly bad.” And 
speculation was mounting that 
her latest film. Bloodhounds of 
Broadway, with Matt Dillon and 
Jennifer Grey was so bad it might 
never be released. 

They year before she bad 
bombed with audiences and cri- 
tics in Shanghai Surprise co-star- 
ring her exhusband, Sean Penn. 

. One American critic called the 
film “awesome in its~ awfulness,' 
momentous in its ineptness, shat- 
tering in its stupidity.” 

But nothing and nobody seems 
able to convince her she should 
capitalise on her strengths and 
forget what she does badly — or 
at least sign up for acting lessons 
before she tries again. 

“I wanted to be a superstar 
from the word go,” she says. 


“One of my idols was Marilyn 
Monroe. I’ve always wanted to 
leave the kind of impression that 
Marilyn did, to arouse so many 
different feelings in people.” 

The birth of the pop video has 
narrowed the gap between pop 
performer and actor/actress. 
Madonna is not the fust to 
attempt to cross the bridge. 

She made the transition in 
stages. In Vision Quest, her only 
lines were in her songs. 

Even before that, there had 
been a soft pom film. A Certain 
Sacrifice, made back in 1980 be- 
fore the desperately ambitious 
Madonna had achieved celebrity 
status. It was later to come back 
to haunt — and infuriate — her. 

She tried, unsuccessfiilly, to 
have it banned. 

Her first major film was De- 
sperately Seeking Susan, for 
which she had her first and last 
good reviews. With hindsight, 
perhaps she came across with 
such convincing cheeky, bounce 
because she was simply playing 
herself. 

Whatever the explanation, it 


gave her a ta-ste . rr. -ir 

of movies anti m . % 
she has never bet. 
press since. 

She said: “To hi. . . . • i . . .• 
all the glamour ail: i ■ . 

making movies, if n\: .v . : 

good. I have a lot • * i 

always wanted i.- , 
acting.” 

She formed her 

tion company. Sin.-" n.. • . ; ; 
named her i-rM . Anc-. i 

Flight, a roT- "c ,| - • • ” ^ 
train. Sc i.:r "n" 

has been s'r. 

Madonna also vv.r.- .u- 
remake of the Marlene Dselrit 1 
classic. The Blue Angel, .mti ha 
asked Diane Keaton in direct i: 

But one of the most bitter 
Wows of all has Kvn i- -ne 'V 
role of Evil a in tbe • '■ • »' the 

Andrew Lloyd \Veb t ei 
of the same name id: b r-lv 

refused to screen re*t 

The makers had alreadv de- 
rided that if they did go ahead, 
they would insist on a “good 
behaviour clause” under which is 
Madonna arrived late or caused 
delays she could be fired or face a 
pay cut. 

That followed the problems on 
the set of George Harrison film. 
Sbangai Surprise, which had me 
crew tearing out their h.rr even 
before the critics unleashed their 
fire. 

At one point, producer Harri- 
son had to fly to China to act as 
peacemaker and quell the storms 
caused by the Poison Penns. 

If Madonna tbe Wannabee film 
star has been sailing through stor- 
my water, her videos ha^e been 
in' trouble, too. 

The British Cable Authority's 
decision that too-sexy videos like 
her Like A Virgin cannot go our 
before 10 p.m. is just the latest in 
a long line of bans and protests. 

In tiie wake of Like A Prayer's 
release in April, Pepsi Cola drop- 
ped a television advertisement for 
which Madonna had been paid £3 
million, after a single U.S. show- 
ing. Opponents labelled the video 
blasphemy and threatened Pepsi 
with a boycott if they carried on 
using the ad. 

Of course such tongue-lashing 
for the raunchy singer from the 
older generation only serve to 
enhance her appeal in the eyes of 
the fans, many now only half her 
age, to whom she is a role model 
of successful non-conformity. 

But record sales are not 
enough for the third of eight 
children of an Italian- American 
family who at five told her father 
she was going to New York to be 
famous and at just 17 packed her 
S35 savings and large baby doll 
and went. 

It took her just five years to 
“scratch and claw my way up” 
from a cockroach-infested slum 
tenement to an apartment with a 
view over Central Park and a 
fortress mansion in the Holly- 
wood Hills. 

“I don’t believe in pussy-foot- 
ing about,” she said. “I’m tough, 
ambitious, and I know exactly 
what I want. If that makes me a 
bitch, okay” — Arab Times. 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604076. 604696 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tjtoa—ifhmBiHa 


CROWN ■ 
INT’L EST. 1 
packing, shipping, ■ 
forwarding, storaging. i 
clearing, door-to-door g 
service ■ 


Agents a* ovw worid ^ 

ToL- am i , Fax: C9QS52 
The 22205 BESMCO JO 
Ph. Box 826487 
AMMAN JORDAN . 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Arman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


i EVERY . 

i pay r 

PEOPLE WHO NEEV 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

fSS?: CALL US' 


Cl Electroli 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

3 Tel. 604671 E 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeqtiefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
' specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 can 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823S91 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Tate-away sftnrfca 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Slide film 
Processing by 


[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL ^CAMERA MAKES 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 




CjwwA PaUce Rutummu 

Wa proud* s«ve: ~ 

Delickous Chinese and Lebanese 
cuisines cooled lo your Bring. 
From 12 noon to Mtdroghl 
AH served in the super attractive 
Owiese decorations cwnptonerted by 
or fine Western band 
Also, enjoy a cocMaS or glass 0< wine at 
a discount price during nappy houra 
4-7 aaUy . j 

ij TW: (SMS2/ Amman. Sti ma l a — I 


H. BERBERIAN & SON. 

DOW NT OV.N. : ^' AMMAN ' 

• "CP?35jT£ ARAB DANK-.:. 

1^622420^ ;^v - 


Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 

JOOAOO 


SALES 687822 
CALL SOHA 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENTS 
FORRENT 

1) Newly furnished 2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, guest and dining, 

room, separate T.V. room with garden and bar area with 
barbeque. Private entrance & central heating with telephone. 
Location: Swafiah. . _ . 

2) Newly furnished 1 bedroom. 1 bathroom, guest and dining 

room. Central heating and garage with telephone. Location: 
Eighth Circle. _ _ 

3) Independent two story villa unfurnished 5 bedrooms. 4 
bathrooms, 2 living areas, 2 family rooms, with garden and 
car garage. 
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As climate erodes cities 


Gulf Arab countries face 
maintenanc e , reconstruction costs 


huge 


BAHRAIN (R) — The cHdie^ 
harshest in the world, is eatir.. 
the heart of its cities. 


he Golf, one of the 
ay the buildings at 


Crumbling concrete is not good 
news for the region's oil-export- 
ing states, already in deficit due 
to crumbling oil prices in tbe 


Just when most Gulf Arab 
states thought their basic econo- 
mic infrastructures were com- 
plete, they now face tbe seeming- 
ly never-ending expense of multi, 
b il lion dollar maintenance and 
reconstructison programmes. 

“Operations and maintenance 
are going to be a big budget 
burden of the 1990s,'’ said a 
Gulf-based senior bank eco- 
nomist. 

The problem arises from a che- 
mical reaction between tbe hot, 
humid dim ate and the sand and 
steel ingredients used to make 
concrete, construction industry 


experts say. 
Gove i 


:raments are worried. "I 
wonder whether the lessons from 
our experiences over the past IS 
years are not always being given 
the consideration they deserve,” 
Bahrain's Works. Power, and 
Water Minister Majid A1 Jishi 
told a conference. 

Unless the lessons were learnt, 
he said, government and private 
money would continue to be 
wasted. 


The p: ::->'den! c-f Bahrain’s 
Sodety os r.i.giaecrs. Hisham A1 
Shehaby, :oid the Bahrain con- 
ference that quick solutions to the 
problems of deteriorating con- 
crete did not look promising. 

British expert Adam Neville 
said reinforced concrete was cor- 
roded in the Gulf three to four 
times faster than in Britain. 

Summer temperatures of 38 to 
50 degrees Centigrade (100 to 122 
Fahrenheit), coupled with humid- 
ity often well over 90 per cent, 
activate tire chlorides in sand- 
based concrete. 

These corrosive salts oxidise a 
building's reinforcing steel rod 
skeletons and tbe whole edifice 
begins to crack and crumble. 

The problem is compounded 
because knowledge of the long- 
term corrosive effects was not 
sufficiently advanced when many 
buildings were constructed during 
the building boom generated by 
high oil prices in the 1970s. 

For example, a lot of sand for . 
concrete was taken from the Gulf 
and the sea salts, fall of corrosive 
chlorides, were not properly 
washed out, the experts said. 

“Since then, better aggregates, 
purer water has been used, and 
there is better supervision. Con- 


Ceausescu criticises 
party, food distribution 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
Romanian leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu has levelled unusual 
criticism at his ruling Communist 
Party and called for a programme 
to modernise the food industry 
and improve consumer distribu- 
tion, tbe state-run Ageipres news 
agency said Saturday. 

In recent weeks, Ceausescu has 
shown an increasing interest in 
improving the supply of food, in 
what observers speculate could 
be an attempt to appease the 
population and avert tbe gras- 
sroots reform demands sweeping 
the rest of Eastern Europe. 

Ceausescu made his remarks at 
the first meeting of the policy- 
setting Politburo since a Com- 
munist Party congress last week 
that unanimously re-elected him 
partv '-'•'W, At that congress, 

• • • 4 .. ■ 

iii.,: so rtionn. 

Ceausescu, who rigidly con- 
trols government and party 
: .*Vrs ■-*! R.rrsii vc. admitted at 
rfiday s :hat "a number 

of problems emerged in the area 
of trade and proper supplies to 
tire population,” Ageipres re- 
ported. 

Under Ceausescu’s centralised 
command economy, Romania, 
once the breadbasket of Eastern' 
Europe, rations basic food staples* 
such as meat, white floor, cook- 
ing oil and bread, while fresh 
vegetables and fruit are scarce 
even in spring and summer. 

Ceausescu said a “special prog- 


ramme was required to mod- 
ernise the food mid light indus- 
tries, better organise the shop- 
ping network .arid to meet the 
consumer' demands,” Ageipres 
reported, adding that Ceausescu 


said the shortages would be re- 
medied within two years. 

He said it was “essential to ... 
strengthen the sense of responsi- 
bility, order and discipline for the 
firm application of the laws and 
the party decisions,” Ageipres 
reported. 

Ceausescu called on the party 
leadership to improve com- 
munication with local party lead- 
ers and not make any decision 
“that has not been discussed be- 
fore with the whole party.” 

Romania is a one-party state 
with no parliamentary opposition 
and all key government posts are 
be!d by communists. 

Tbe Politburo also criticised 
economic shortcomings, includ- 
ing factories operating at a loss 
and failures to meet export 
quotas. 

At the Politburo meeting, 
Ceausescu assumed the mandate 
of organising an international 
conference of communist parties. 

Ceausescu had proposed such a 
conference during tire party con- 
gress, leading to speculation the 
hard-line leader could be seeking 
outside support in the face of the 
reform movements sanctioned by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe. 


Plans for tallest b uilding 
in Chicago move ahead 


CHICAGO (AP) — Plans are 
moving forward for an office 
building tbat would replace the 
Sears Tower as the world's tal- 
lest, but a few developers said it 
remains to be seen whether ex- 
citement in the business commun- 
ity will rise as high. 

The Chicago Planning Com- 
mission enthusiastically and unani- 
mously approved plans for the 
sleek, 1,950-foot (595-metre) 
rocket-shaped tower that would 
climb 125 stories in the loop 
business district. 

Its site would be only two 
blocks from the 110-story Sears 
Tower, the world's tallest build- 
ing since 1974. Sears Tower is 
1,454 feet (443 metres) to its roof, 
1,707 feet (520 metres) to tbe tip 
of its antenna. 


“We Chicagoans have three 
things: We have a lot of water, a 
lot of coin and tall buildings, and 
we're not about to give up any of 
those,” said J. Paul Beitler, who 
proposes to build the tower in 
* partnership with fellow developer 
.Lee Miglin. 

But skeptics in the commercial 
real er rate industry have express- 


ed doubts the tower will ever be 
built. . 

They contend there is 
glut of downtown Chicago- 
space, which will make it diffi cult 
for the developers to find a suffi- 
cient number of small-to-mid-size 
tenants for tire thin building. The 
building would have only 1.5 mil- 
lion square feet (139.000 square 
metres) of floor space, about a 
third of the Seam Tower’s 4.2 
million square feet (390,000 
square metres). 

"I think there’s generally pub- 
lic excitement about the idea 
whenever there's any thing mam- 
moth, but it also has to make 
sense to the financial commun- 
ity,” said Anthony Manno, a 
■ managing director at Lasalle 
Partners Inc., a Chicago develop- 
ment firm. 

Beitler dismisses tbe skeptics 
and says tbe Tower, which could 
be completed by 1993, would 
further the city's reputation as a 
world leader in architecture. 

Cesar Pelli, the Connecticut 
architet hired to design the prop- 
osed Miglin -Beitler Tower, said it 
would be “as pure an image of a 
skyscraper as one can make.” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday December 3, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 
Dentsebemarfc 
Sms franc 


Boy Sen 

6410 648.0 
1002.8 1012-8 
358.9 3615 
400.7 


French franc 
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321.6 

101J 
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better,” 

industry 


crete is water-proofed 
said one construction 
manager. 

But nothing will stop the cli- 
mate completely. “The dimate is 
very, very aggressive. You are 
still going to get problems in 20 
years. You wiD never get the 50 
years you can expect in Europe,” 
said one expert with a local con- 
struction company. 

Some older structures have 
proved too costly to repair. For 


advances, Gulf Arab states face 
the costs, including depredation 
and insurance, of renewing in- 
frastructures near the coast about 
once every two decades, econom- 
ists said. 

Inland, the weather is kinder to 
man-made structures but the de- 
sert sands, which buried a dozen 
ancient dvflisations, have little 
respect for 20th century con- 
nurbations. 


example, two wings of Bahrain's 
Gulf Hotel, “ 


built in 1969, bave 
been demolished. A hotel 
spokesman said they were de- 
teriorating too rapidly doe to high 
salt content. 

Without further technological 


Sand plus wind acts as a natural 
abrasive on buildings while tire 
desert dunes, creeping inexorably 
forward at a rate of a few feet a 
year, must be constantly held 
back. Sand is not as damaging as " 
atmospheric corrosion, but it 
adds to costs. 


ECONOMIC NEWS 


Income tax receipts reach JD 48m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Income Tax Department has collected 
JD 48 million until tire end of November, compared with 39-5 
mini on during the same period of last year, thus achieving an 
increase of 21 per cent over last year's revenues, according to the 
department Director-General Suleiman Tarawneh. He thanked 
taxpayers for their cooperation and commitment to honour their 
obligations towards the department in due course and called on 
the defaulters to submit their self-assessment statements to the 
department before the end of the year to avoid the fines provided 
for by the income tax law. Tarawneh noted tbat defaulters can 
submit their statements and benefit from the instalment system 
applied by the department to enable those whose financial 
situation does not allow them to pay tbe tax in one lump sum, to 
do so by instalments.. 


ACC housing experts meettoday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Experts on housing and reconstruction from 

_ . ' . * yJI / Al-rV'X i 


the four-member Arab "Cooperation Council (ACC) meet here 
Monday to follow up on the hot 


_ cooperation agreement, 
concluded in on the sidelines of the ACC leaders summit. 
The experts, who will meet within tire framework of a technical 
committee, win exchange information, expertise and research 
at bolstering cooperation among consulting and engineer- 
ing offices in the four countries. Tbe talks will also focus on tire 
need for enhancing cooperation among contractors from the four 
countries and coordinating legislations to ensure the. smooth and 
collective implementation of bousing projects and to. provide 
necessary funds for implementing them. 
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Inflation vs exile 


Jordan to get Canadian wheat 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Canada Sunday signed a 
memorandum under which tire Canadian government wQl provide 
Jordan with $2 millio n worth of Canadian wheat. Signing the 
memorandum for Jordan was Planning Minister Ziad Fares while 
it was signed for the Canadian government by tire Canadian 
ambassador in Amman, Michel Bell. The' in-kind assistance is 
part of the technical aid provided by Canada towards supporting 
the various Jordanian development projects. Tbe Canadian 


has provided technical assistance to Jordan in the 
ieids of oil-exploration, training, electricity and water. 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — President Carlos Andre Perez 
vowed to seek asylum in some other country if next' year's 
infla tion goes over 40 per cent, half this year’s projected rate. In 
statements published in newspapers, Perez said the government’s 
economic reform plan and measures to keep down inflation were 
working well. “We won't go over 80 per cent... and next year, if 
we come out with eved half of this year’s. I'll go into exile," be 
said. This year’s accumulated inflation, inducting November’s 1.3 
per cent, comes to 77.9 pier cent. Shortly after his February 
inauguration, Perez startled Venezuelans by p r omising to go into 
exile if 1988 inflation went over 80 per cent. 
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‘Can paradise be found In capitalist nations?’ 


BEUING (AP) — China’s Com- 
munist Party issued a resounding- 
rejection of private ownership 
Saturday, saying public own- 
ership has become “an irreversi- 
ble trend.” 

In an endorsement of orthodox 
Marxist ideology, the party news- 
paper People’s Daily (Renmin 
Ribao) lambasted the capitalist 
principle of private ownership. 

“Can ‘paradise’ be found in 
capitalist countries? Absolutely 
not,” the paper stressed in a 
lengthy commentary. 

“Political regimes that are 
based on privatised economies 
breed all forms of corruption,” 
the People's Daily said. “The 
innate character of tbe bourgeois 
dictatorship of capitalist private 
ownership is a dictatorship of the 
rich minority over a poor 
majority.” 

In 1948 Karl Marx summarised 
the theory of communism in a 


sin gl e phrase, “eradicating pri- 
vate ownership,” the People's 
Daily said. 

“For half a century, many 
countries under the leadership of 
communist parties have estab- 
lished the great struggle of public 
ownership to wipe out privatisa- 
tion, and this has become an 
irreversible historical trend,” it 
said. 

China's Communist Party step- 
ped up its calls to adhere to strict 
Marxist doctrine and reject 
“bourgeois liberalism,*' or West- 
ern ideas, following the short- 
lived pro-democracy movement 
this sprin g . 

The student-led movement 
sought political reforms but wide- 
ned to call for increased freedoms 
including better education, a less 
controlled economy and higher 


After the movement was 
violently crushed by the Chinese 


army, leaving hundreds dead, top 
leaders orchestrated a return to 
doctrinaire slogans, ordering the 
mass media to follow the Com- 
munist Party line and selectively 
report positive news. 

Government leadens also have 
rejected political pluralism and 
have continued to crack down on 
political dissent. 

The People’s Daily noted that 
advocates of privately owned 
land contend that China's system 
of public ownership has “res- 
trained productive forces, (caus- 
ing) alarming waste, plunging 
efficiency and suppression of in- 
dividual talent, and brought ab- 
out dictatorship at tbe political 
level which became the warm bed 
of corruption and the cradle of a 
centralised autocracy.” 

Such advocates claim that with 
public ownership “China cannot 
be wealthy and strong, and there 
can be no liberty and democracy 


in the country,” the paper said. 
“This was to incite the people to 
ring early the bell of privatisa- 
tion.” 


In fact, China has encouraged 
de facto private ownership of 
farmland and urban housing. One 
of the first steps of the economic 
reforms begun a decade ago was 
to grant farmers- long-term leases 
to till crops on which they could 
make a profit. Local governments 
have experimented with permit- 
ting families to purchase their 
own apartments, although the 
practice is not widespread. 

But “socialist public ownership 
does not fetter the productive 
forces, it liberates them,” tire 
People's Daily said. 

“Puiic ownership guarantees 
the tractive force for the develop- 
ment of the socialist society,” it 
said. “Capitalist privatisation de- 
termines that the capitalis t gets 


the bigger interest and thus the 
workers become tire oppressed, 
and exploited.” 

The paper said those who sup- 
port private ownership daim that 
Chinese yearn to leave the coun- 
try for overseas, even agreeing to 
be “third-rate citizens of other 
nations.” 


“This is pure rumour,” the 
People's Daily said. “Most 
Chinese people studying or work- 
ing abroad love their homeland.” 
Thousands of Chinese over- 
seas, however, do seek ways to 
re main abroad rather than return 
to China where they face low- 
paying jobs which they may not 
be able to choose and drab Irving 
conditions. 


U.S. diplomats in Beijing say 
that more than 90 per cent of 
Chinese who go to study in the 
United States do not come back. 


U.S., Japan and W. Germany sharpen exports 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
world's major trading nations — 
the United States, Japan and 
West Germany — showed big 
increases in the volume of their 
exports during the first half of this 
year compared with 1998. the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) reported Sunday. 

West Germany's increase was 
12 per cent, the United States' 9.6 
per cent and Japan's 6.4 per cent. 

U.S. figures showed a con- 
tinued rise in the third quarter of 
the year. 

For tire first six months of 1989 
the United States still had a big 
deficit in its trade. U.S. imports 
were $58.8 billion greater than 
exports, compared with $67.1 bil- 
lion the year before. 

Japan’s surplus of exports over 
imports increased massively to 
$43.9 billion from $33.7 billion — 
nearly one-third — and West 
Germany’s to $37.2 billion from 


$34.9 billion. 

Increased deficits were re- 
ported for Britain, $23.3 billion 
instead of $21.1 billion; Italy 
$10.3 billion, up from $6.8 bil- 
lion and France, $8.4 billion up 
from $5.8 billion. 

Total trade of 22 industrial 
countries rose to $2.1647 trillion 
from $2.0097 trillion for tbe six 
months. 

Production of industry was also 
on the rise: 5.3 per cent in Japan 
in the summer quarter, 4.7 per 
cent for West Germany and 2.7 
per cent for the United States. 
Figures for other major West 
European countries were not 
available. 

In each case, tbe fund com- 
pared rates with the similar 
period in the preceding year. This 
makes some differences with 
other statistics that compare with 
the immediately preceding 
period, for example: The first six 


months of 1989 and the last six 
months of 1988. 

The fond reported a drop of 
infla tion among industrial coun- 
tries in the summer quarter of the 
year — July to September. Prices 
paid by their consumers rose at 
an annual 4.5 per cent rate 
against 4.8 per cent in the spring 
quarter. 

Third World countries, slower 
in their reporting, showed a slight 


drop in the annual rate for the 
April to June quarter — 62.7 per 
cent instead of 63.8 per cent. 
These figures vary widely, from 
country to country: Brazil's 
annual rate was 846.5 per cent 
and Mexico's 18.4 per cent, while 
more prosperous countries In 
Asia had much lower rates, such 
as South Korea’s 5.7 per cent- 


re 


tbening of the U.S. dollar 
October. Compared with other 
major currencies, it was worth 
. 4.42 per cent more than in Ocfo:., 
her 1988. In the same period, tbe 


cent, the British pound by 7.96 
per cent and tire Swiss franc by 
4.26 per cent. 


The fund also noted a streng- 


The Deutschemark and French 
franc, showed small increases. 


Yemens, oil^: 
firms hit 
rough road 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Pilots shake Aeroflot 


MOSCOW (R) — State airline 
Aeroflot, whose poor service has 
made it the butt of jokes by 
Soviet air passengers, will soon 
face competition from a consor- 
tium set up by its own pilots, 
Izvestia has said. 

The government newspaper 
said the new airline, named 
ASDA (Association of Extra 
Long Haul Routes), had received 
preliminary approval from a par- 
liamentary commission and has 
until next January to present final 
proposals. 

ASDA will fly leased Boeing 
747s. Some of its staff wifl be air 
force pilots made redundant by 
cuts in the armed forces. 

The new airline could be in 
business as early as 191, operat- 


ing long-haul routes in the Soviet 
Union and abroad. 

“Will ASDA become the 
second Aeroflot?” the newspaper 
asked. “It is too early to talk 
about that for now. But ASDA is 
going to take on business that 
Aeroflot cannot cope with at the 
moment.” 

“The setting np of ASDA 
means the end of two monopolies 
— Aeroflot and the ministry of 
aviation industry. It will be good 
for passengers and a lesson for 
the future — monopoly in any 
industry harms the interests of 
consumers,” it noted. 

Aeroflot, the world’s largest 
airline in terms of kilometres 
flown, has a bad reputation 
among Soviet passengers who 


bave no choice of carrier on 
domestic flights and are virtually 
obliged to use it when travelling 
abroad. 

Prices of flights are low by 
European and U.S. standards — 
so low that is worthwhile for 
farmers from the southern repub- 
lics to fly for the day to Moscow 
to sell fruit and vegetables from 
their private plots. 

A single ticket from Moscow to 
Vfadivostock, 7,000 kilometres to 
the southeast, is one of the most 
expensive domestic flights, cost- 
ing 134 roubles ($220)7 

With planes invariably full, 
Soviet passengers complain that 
obtaining a seat on popular 
routes requires hours or even 
days of queuing. 


Bakr Ibn Hussainoim, says a dea 
with a foreign consortium for a 
exploration in a border a re^ja 
shared- with North Yemen migb^ 
collapse, the Asharq A1 Awsj&i 
daily said Sunday. 

It quoted him as saying in 
interview that the consortium 
U.S., Soviet, French and Kuwa^ . 
firms has been given unti^t 
Wednesday to improve tfaei-^. 
terms to the joint Yemeni Com^ , 
pany for Investments in Oil aniv-"i 
Mineral Resources, ^ 

“If no agreement is reachaitf J 
with tbe five companies on Decs^ 
6, then the Yemeni company ij 
open the door for other arnica c 
parries that had submitted offess s 
for exploration,” he said. si-; 

The minister said the snag de^ 
veloped after the consortium 
sisted on a 30 per cent prodocKO; 
tion-sharing agreement and 
'five-year ejqrioration lease wMdP®? 
were unacceptable to the Yemen 
company. fjj 

».■ But he. (fid not say it it had air mi- 
alternative offers. ' • jAs 

The foreign companies in th 

consortium are Hunt Oil Co. an 
Exxon Cprp. of the Unite- 
States, the Soviet Union's Mad* 
noexport and Zarabezhgeotopi; 
France . To tal-CompagiK Frar . — 
caise Des Pefroles arid the stan i 
nm Kuwait Foreign -PetroJeni: 
Exploration Co. ' ~ 

.. He said the Yemeni comps* 
advised the consortium repn 
sentatives of its stand at a mee 
ing in Sanaa, North Yemen 
capital, last month. 

The consortium officials r 
that they consult wi 


Sri 


Hi 

is 

si 


they 

head offices befgge giving ^ 
response Wednesdays . 

Hussainoim- did not sped 
where Wednesday’s meeting w 
be held. 

He and his North Yemc 
counterpart, Ahmed A1 Mahi 
selected the consortiom from 
long list of bidders in Septemfc 
and asked the Yemeni comps 
to follow up negotiations to no 
ise a contract. 

The concession covets an 8! 
square-mile ( 2 , 200 -squar 


kilometre) area straddling 
border of the two Yemens. 


“There are better ways to do a 
root canal, but this way 
costs less.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eadh square, to form 
four ordinary woitla. 
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Yesterday's 


Jumbles: DOUSE 
Answer: 
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Edberg, Becker reach Masters finals 


NEW YORK. (Rj — stefen 
Edberg, bouncing back from a 
miserable showing on Friday, up- 
set wodd number one Ivan Lendl 
in straight sets on Saturday to 
advance to the Masters turnip 
find a gairet defending chanpioo 

--Edberg displayed a dawiing 
serve-and- volley game to beat 
Lendl 7-6, 7-5 and deprive the 
Czechoslovak of a 10th successive 
trip to the finals of the season- 
ending championship. 

Becker ended John McEnroe's 
inn. at the Masters by scoring a 
6-4, 6-4 win in the opening semi- 
final. 


“I played one of my best 
matches today,” said Edberg, 
whose career hi g hli g hts mc jTHfo 
victory over Becker in the 1988 
Wimbledon final, “I hit the ball 
really good today, almost like 
Winfoledon.** 

The Swede's victory set np a 
rematch of this year’s Wimbledon 
final in which Becker reclaimed 
his grass court crown from 
Edberg. 

It also put in place a replay of" 
their Madison Square Garden 
meeting on Friday when the West 
German completed his perfect 
Round Robin record' by over- 
whelming Edberg 6-1, 64. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carrot/ Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES:. In 
the morning you will find easy 
success with whatever pertains to 
your wordy success and honour 
while during the afternoon and 
evening you will be forced to offset 
delays ami frustrating circumst- 
ances. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Members of yourfazmly wfll give 
you valuable suggestions for ex- 
pressing your finest talents. With 
your loved one, do things that are 
dramatic. 

I TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
jaunt with a younger friend could 
have some good results. You can 
find out from a book bow to better 

tu»Yvflj» your attachment. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Join 
those friends today, who have 
made a considerable success of 
their. lives; but in business matters, 
be just as cold as ice. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do things for your friends 
today that axe of a practical nature. 
A day to remain very conventional 
and conservative at home. 

. LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
secret meeting with a dose busi- 
ness associate wiD produce fine 
results. All sorts of outside unusual 
friendships will bring int e rest in g 
results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Invite frignric into your home 
whom you have rot seen for sqme- 
-time. An intimate diatwitfa'a good 
friend will explain conditions, that 
you did not understand. 

- UBRAr (September23 to bctober ; 
22) Ahew idea extendedto you by 


a friend will be of practical benefit. 
& is now the time to invite influen- 
tial persons into your home. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) An organiser with good 
ideas for you will help you in your 
bona. Set all details perfectly for a 
trip with your attachment. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An offer from a 
distance will intrigue you very 
much and you will be able to make 
a worthwhile friend of this be- 
nefactor. ... 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Two associates come 
to you with good ideas for adding 
to your assets. Do something very 
special for members of your 

family 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Get repairmen into your 
home to fix whatever is not in 
pexfectiig working order. Your 
attachment and you ™ all 
sorts of interesting friends today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
'20) Meet engagements To go out on 
the town with couples today. A big 
new opportunity is just about at 
your fingertips. 

Today's chfld: If your child were 
born today he or she will be one 
of those charming individuals who 
wfll expe ri e n ce many changes dur- 
ing their lifetime and will have the 
ability to go through those changes 
without being overly upset or dis- 
couraged. Learning, self control 
and to correctly analyse the be- 
haviour of those dose to them will 
be one of their major life lessons. 

“He gars impel, they .do not 
ctto^eCyWhktyba mate df yoar 
life is ' largely up to 'ytm. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHAhLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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HELP FROM THE LEFT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q743 
9 84 2 

0 7 5 3 
- • * 10 5 2 

WEST EAST 

*92 * J 10 5 

9 K 5 3 ■ 9JI0 97 
OK 10 8 0J964 

♦ KQJ97 * fi3 
SOUTH 

* 'A X 8 6 
- 9 AQ6 

0 A Q2 

* A84 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 NT Pass • • Pass 
Opening lead: King of # 

Some things are just too much to 

be accomplished on your own. 
That’s the time to enlist outside 
as s is tan ce. 

When one hand has all the power, 
entry considerations usually require 
more than 26 high -card points in 
the combined hands to make three 
no trump. South’s sequence showed 
a hnhmnwi 23-24 points in his meth- 
ods, and North wisely judged his 2 
. points insuffident for a raise to 
game. 

West led the king of dubs, and 
declarer adopted a. reasonable line 
of play. After holding up the ace of 


clubs until the third round. South 
cashed the ace-king of spades and, 
when both d e f e nders followed, 
overtook the eight with the queen to 
take the bean finesse. That lost, and 
after cashing the good clubs West 
exited with a heart. 

Declarer, forced to discard a low 
heart and diamond on the dubs, 
won the ace perforce, then crossed 
to the table with the seven of spades 
for the diamond finesse. Unfortu- 
nately that, too, lost— down one. • 

While South adopted a fine which 
stood a 3- to- 1 chance of landing the 
contract, there was a still better one 
available. Declarer should have won 
the second round of dubs and, after 
cashing only three rounds of spades; 
thrown West in with a dub. 

That defender can take as man)r 
club tricks as he pleases, but then is 
reared in an endplay. Since the 
spades have been stripped from the 
defenders’ hands, West most exit 
with a red suit. Whichever he 
chooses is into one of declarer's ma- 
jor ten aces and yields the eighth 
trick. Declarer can then cross to 
dummy with a spade to finesse in 
the other for an overtrick. 



“Every day is different, *’ the 
third-ranked Edberg said about 


advantage over Edberg. 

Lendl and Edberg battled 
through the' first set on serve, 
each escaping four break points 
on the way to a tie-break. 

The Swede took a decisive lead 
at 64 when he attacked Lendl's 
second serve with a deep 


approach shot that was returned 
wide, then won the tie-break 7-5 
with a serve-and- volley special. 

Edberg was awesome on serve 
throughout most of the next set, 
losing only three points in his first 
four service games after breaking 
Lendl in the opening game. 

Lendl rallied to put the set 
back on serve by .breaking 
Edberg in the 10th game but the 
Swede broke right back and then 
served out for the match. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chyka 


ACROSS 
1 Reduction of 
a kind 

7 Give ground 
11 Machine part 
14 In — and out 
the other 
16 River to the 
Caspian 

16 “Lion of God” 

17 — Nevada 

18 Hoarfrost 

19 Sesame 

20 Ms- Millay 

21 Reinforce 
24 you go 

again” 

28 Papas 
27 Street show 
30 Black cuckoo 

32 Small amount 

33 Desert wear 

34 Sew 

37 Harvest 
40 Shine 
42 Surface 


44 Mailed 

45 Lower 

47 Language: 
abbr. 

48 Mouaer 

50 Deprive 
unjustly 

51 Hose meterial 
53 State of Brazil 
55 “The Man 

Who — Be 
King” • 

57 Crowds wtth 
homes 
60 Some 
accounts 

64 — room 

65 In the past 

88 Sum 
68 Nettle 

89 Fragrance 

70 Air. river 

71 Rds. 

72 SAR word 

73 Car bombs? 

DOWN 

1 Rambler 

2 Arthurian lady 

3 Auxiliary verb 


8 1 

JJH 

mi 

i an 


mail 

!■■■ 


4 1988 Tribune Media Semeee. me 
an Rignia Reserved 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


4 Flit with gaa 

5 Sailor 

6 Delete 

7 Modem 

8 PA port 

9 Condemn 

10 Writ against a 
debtor 

11 Churches 

12 Foreigner 

13 Pooh’s creator 

22 Handler 

23 Treatise 
25 Command old 

style 

27 Tatters 

28 Fit 

29 Certain 
tickets 

31' living's Crane 46 Alley 
35 TVs Denson comp 


nnnn nnnnn annn 
nnnn nnnnn anna 
nnnn □□non noon 
nnnnnnnn nnnmn 
anno □□no 
nnnnn nnnno non 
nnnnnn nano nnn 
nnno nnnnn □□□□ 
non nnnn nnnnon 
nna nonon nnnnn 
□non nnno 
nnnnon nnnonnnn 
rnonn nnnno nrann 
nnnn nonnn nnnn 
nnnn noonn nnnn 


competitors 


38 “For — a Jolly 49 No-nos 


goocL.” 

38 Nuncupative 

39 Fountain 
41 Step 

43 Enclosure 


52 Expressions 

53 — Becker 

54 Forestall 
56 Manner of 

handling 


58 Destroy 

59 Religious 
image 

61 Hick 

62 Indigo 

ytsider 

63 Depots: abbr. 
67 Insane 


POSITION REQUIRED 

* ’ <1 . .... 

Agronomist, bilingual Arabic/English. Abt. 14 
years experience in management positions in 
Water Treatment & Reverse Osmosis (RO) De- 
salination plants in Saudi Arabia & USA, seeking 
suitable position, pis. contact: 

Mr. B. Khader, 

Phone: 834216, 8-10 a.m., 3-6 p.m. 


CILCON, as General Contractors, received letter of 
recognition, appreciation and thanks from Ministry of 
Public Works and Jordan Contractor's Association for Its 
work in the Renovation of Raghadan Palace Complex. 
The Raghadan State Palace Project completed in June 1989, 


extensive renovation techniques requiring complete structu- 
ral support of die carcass, complete internal demolition and 
extensive additions and alterations to meet very high 
standards of finishes. 

01 2,000 drawings were used to execute the construction. 

02 Out of which 1,000 drawings were prepared by CIL- 
CON — as General Contractors. 

03 15 engineers were employed directly by CILCON 
helped by 200 technicians and operatives. 

04 200,000 documents wore transmitted between the* va- 
rious parties copied an average of 4 - 5 times each. 

05 Special computer programme was devised in-house by 
CILCON for Project Management. 

06 Specialist management tw’hniqnas were used to ensure 
immediate replies to highly exigent situations in finishes 
and electro-mechanical work. 

07 Fast track system of management was used during 1989 
to meet deadlines set by important constraints. 


CILCON’S WAY: IT WORKS, 
problems are! 


no matter what the 


Raja F. Halazon 

P.O. Box 5011 Amman, Telex 21505 CILCON JO, 
Fax 679304 



Lendl, who had hoped that by 
winning a sixth Masters ride he 
could lay claim to {flayer of die 
year honours, took the defeat in 
his stride. 

“For once I have Sunday off. 1 
haven't had one in a long tune,” 
said Lendl, who carried an 18- 
match winning streak into the 
semifinal 

Becker, 22, finished his loosely 
played semifinal against McEn- 
roe with a flourish by blasting in 
three aces in the final game be- 
fore ending it with a service 
winner. 

McEnroe put plenty of press- 
ure on Becker but could not 
deliver the finishin g blow as the 
West German rose to the occa- 
sion on every big point. 

Twice McEnroe reached triple 
break point only to watch Becker 
climb back from 040 to deuce. 
Becker, who broke the 30-year- 
old American in the third game, 
saved nine break points without 
yielding his serve in the opening 
set. 

“I'm not out of it when it’s 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


love-40 — most of the guys don’t 
have as big a serve as me.... I fee! 

I can come back,” the world 
number two said. 

The most excruciating moment 1 
for McEnroe, whose famous rage 
was directed mostly at himself on 
Saturday, came in the sixth game 
on his eight break point of the 
set. 

After moving Becker deep into 
the comer with a sharply angled 
approach, McEnroe netted a 
chop shot that should have found 
an open court. 

“I never should have missed 
that shot. That's where you beat 
yourself,” said McEnroe, the 
world number four. 


Speelman defeats world 
champion Kasparov 


LONDON (AP) — British grand- 
master Jonathan Speelman 
scored a surprise victory Saturday 
over world champion Garri Kas- 
parov in the semi-final of the 
European speed chess cham- 
pionship. 

It was the second loss of 1989 
for Kasparov, who was playing 
with foe advantage of the white 
pieces. 

“It’s good for the soul to lose 
occasionally,” said Nathan Di- 
vinsky, a Vancouver chess writer 
and historian. 

Kasparov is expected to pass 
America’s Bobby Fischer as the 


highest-ranked player in history 
when the official biannual world 
ranking list is published Jan. 1. 

Experts said the 26-year-old 
titleholder pressed too hard for 
victory in a balanced endgame 
position. 

On the 44th move, Speelman 
-unleashed an astonishing, and 
seemingly innocuous rook move, 
which won a rook and gained an 
overwhelming advantage. 

“I wanted to get more than the 
position could give,” said Kaspar- 
ov of the game where each play- 
er's thinking time was limited to 
25 minutes for all the moves. 
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Personalised Greeting Cards 
With Your Oum Photo 

Take this opportunity and visit our branches 


Studio Haig : 

Branch : Down Town Shmeisani Swaifiyeh Jabal Amman Marka 
Tel : 622923 604042 823891 642447 884509 





cno DCKIT 

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED 

A European expatriate family seek a 3 or 4 bedroom 
furnished villa or ground floor apartment, close to the new 
French school, for immediate occupation. 

Phone: 683391/2, Fax 683964 


run nen i 

Furnished apartment on first floor 

Located at Dahiyet Al Rashid near University Hospital in a quiet spot, 
consisting of 3 bedrooms plus 3 bathrooms, sitting/dining room, living 
room, large glassed-in veranda and kitchen. Centrally-heated, telephone 
and a beautiful garden. 

For further information, please contact tel. no. 666180 or 
690095 after 3 p.m. 


F URNISHED VELLA FOR RE NT 
For 1-3 years 

Location in west Amman, Eighth Circle, Al-Ahli. Club 
Street. Three bedrooms with bathroom inside for each, 
two verandas, central heating, telephone, big car park for 
many cars, living room, dining room and guest room with 
garden surrounding the villa. 


Tel. 823017 


Famous mixed voices Choir 



SUOMEN-LAULU 

“SONG OF FINLAND” 

in Jordan 

December 3-10, 1989. 
Concerts: 

4.12.1989 at The Royal Cultural Centre. Amman at 8 

p.m. JD 4.000. 

on the National Day of Finland 6.12.1989 at 6 p.m. 
at the Good Shepherd’s Church. Free entry. 

8.12.1989 at Jerash, South Theatre about 3 p.m. 

(weather permitting) 

Under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Prince Ra’ad Ibn Zaid 
and 

H.R.H. Princess Majda Ra’ad 

Proceeds from the concerts will go to charity 
organisations. 

Tickets for the concert on 4th of December available 

at the 

Royal Cultural Centre tel: 669026 
Embassy of Sweden tel: 669177 or 679338 
Consulate of Denmark tel: 603703 
Consulate of Finland tel: 637117 or 642467 

Sponsored by the Jordanian Scandinavian 
Friendship Association JSFA. 



Shmeisani - Housing Bank bldg. 
2nd floor - tet 6851 52 


Cinema 


NUDUM 


Nadia Al Jundi 
In 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
















World News 


De Klerk says his reform 
recognised by neighbours 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
President F.W. de Klerk has re- 
turned from the Ivory Coast, 
where be said his country's re- 
forms were being recognised by 
Its black African neighbours and 
other foreign governments. 

South Africa and the Ivory 
Coast do not have formal dt- 
rolataons. The Ivory 
hw$ mmfe freeing African 
National Congress (ANC) lead er 
Nelson Mandela a condition: , to 
establishing diplomatic relations.' 

“As and when it is possible, he 
(Mandela) will be released. But I 
am not prepared to speculate on 
when,” de Berk tend a news 
conference in Yasmoossoukro af- 
ter a day of talks with fvorian 
President Felix Honphonet- 
Boigny. 

De Berk, who took office in 
.August, has mapped out a course 
of cautious reform. He recently 
ordered the opening of beaches 
and other panic facilities to aS 
races, bat has given no indication 
he wants to dismantle South Afri- 
ca's gro up areas act, which segre- 
gates residential areas, and the 
population registration act, which 
officially classifies all Smith Afri- 
cans by race. 

De Beck has said he wants to 
extend political rights to Macks, 
bat opposes majority role. 

Houphouet-Boigny, Africa’s 
longest-serving leader, has advo- 
cated talks with South Africa to 
dismantle the country's apartheid 
system of racial segregation. But 
tie opposes sanctions. 

Pnficeman h<*M 



people who marched in the 
streets in defiance of a police 
order to disperse. 

The protesters had divided into 
groups in an attempt to avoid 
police. 

But lines of riot squad officers 
blocked them near the post 
office. 

In tire mixed-race township of 
Athlone, near Cape Town, police 
said they arrested about 30 peo- 
ple, including officials of sports 
organisations, when scores of 


prate 

field 


F.W. de Berk 


ists. South African univerrity lec- 
turer David Webster and Nami- 
bian lawyer Anton Lubowski. 

The arrests have given impetus 
"to widespread published reports 
charging that officially-sanctioned 
death squads have been responsi- 
ble for the elimination erf scores 
of opponents of the Pretoria gov- 
ernment. 

Webster, prominent in the 
Sooth - African anti-apartheid 
movement, was gunned down 
outside his home last May. 
XnbowskL the senior white offi- 
cial in the South West Africa 
People’s Organisation in Nami- 
bia, was killed in Windhoek, the 
Namibian capital, in September. 

Rallies broken up 


Meanwhile, a second ex-police- 
man has been detained in connec- 
tion with the assassination of two 
white political activists in Smith 
Africa and Namibia, police said 
Sunday. 

Police declined to name the 
man but state-run radio said he 
was Callie Botha, a former police 
sergeant who resigned from the 
force last year. 

Last week, police said a former 
squad officer, Ferdie Bar- 
, was being held in connec- 
tion with the murder of the activ- 


Police used dogs, whips and 
batons to break op protest rallies 
in Durban and Cape Town Satur- 
day, witnesses said, while a 
march to a police station in the 
rural Orange Free State was 
allowed. Police used whips and 
dogs to break up an attempted 
march by thousands of blacks 
against inadequate housing and 
rent increases in Durban, said 
journalists, adding that children 
were trampled as the crowd fled 
in aO directions. Shoppers and 
people posting Christmas mail 
were thagged away to police vehi- 
cles. 

Police said they used rubber 
batons to disperse thousands erf 


where a match was in prog- 
ress and demanded to enter. 
Police confiscated placards until 
slogans condemning a planned 
English cricket tour of South 
Africa. Protest leaders said more 
than 50 were arrested. 

C.R. Clarke, general secretary 
of the South African Council of 
Sport, said two protesters were 
hit with batons. 

In the Orange Free State min- 
ing centre of Welkom, several 
thousand people marched to the 
local police station and presented 
a letter demanding the release of 
political prisoners, the lifting of 
tire national state of emergency, 
the abolishment of the death 
penalty and the repeal of all 
apartheid laws. 

The -marc h had been approved 
by a magistrate. But Frans Bale- 
m, regional organiser for the 
National Union of Mineworkeis, 
said police pot bathed wire up 
along the road to the station, 
preventing more people from 
joining the procession. Hie inde- 
pendent South African Press 
Association said there were 

30.000 marchers. 

In Ciskei, a nominally indepen- 
dent Mack homeland bordering 
die Indian Ocean, two anti-apar- 
theid activists were freed Satur- 
day after spending two years in 
prison. Several hundred people 
waited outside the prison, but 
security police drove the prison- 
ers past them to a rural village. 
After a church service, the pris- 
oners were taken by supporters to 
the town of Alice, where about 

2.000 people gathered to wei- 
tbem. 


come 


Ishaq Khan assails 
Bhutto government 


ISLAMABAD (AP)-— President 
Gbulam Ishaq Khan has told a 
joint session of parliament that 
one year after Pakistan’s ream 
to democracy, high expectations 
have sunk into despair. 

He blamed most of it on the 
government of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. 

In a toughly worded address to 
Pakistan’s senate and national 
assembly, Ishaq said, “a year of 
trading abuses and inaction is 
starting to frustrate budding 
hopes.’* 

Ishaq, 77, criticised Bhutto’s 
left-leaning government and its 
centre-right political opposition 
for squandering opportunities to 
strengthen Pakistan's fragile 
democracy, which followed 11 
years of military rale. 

Ishaq was closely aligned with 
his predecessor, military presi- 
dent Mohammad Zia UV Haq. 

“Instead of understanding and 
accommodation there has been 
confrontation at all levels and 
political hone-trading, ” he said. 

“A year ago there was a festive 
look. Faces were flushed with 
fresh resolve and new hope. But 
now. I'm honestly reflecting the 
feelings of milliODS of our people. 
They are in the grip of agony and 
concern,” Ishaq said in Urdu. 

Bhutt o’s Pakistan People’s Par- 
ty (PPP) won thelargest bloc of 
votes in November 1988 in the 
first free elections in more than a 
decade. But an alliance ofopposi- 


of 


tion parties won control 
.powerful Punjab province. 

Ishaq said bitter squabbling be- 
tween the two has given rise to 
die admonishment that -‘the 
country’s legislators do every- 
thing bnt legislate.” 

He warned that democracy in 
developing matrons had to be 
more than an intellectual exer- 
cise. He said charges of corrup- 
tion, which have plagued Bhut- 
to’s government, and only in- 
cremental improvements in the 
quality of life, would weaken 
“the common man’s faith in 
democracy.” 

In an interview after the presi- 
dent’s speech Amnar Piracha, a 
PPP lawmaker, said: 

“We have to look at what went 
wrong ... and people may be 
upset, but people have not lost 
faith in the democratic process.” 

She said Ishaq “has to rise 
above past affiliations and play a 
role in building (relations) be- 
tween the federal and provincial 
government.” 

The majority of the Punjab 
lawmakers are, like Ishaq, Zia 
loyalists. Zia, who overthrew 
Bhutto’s father in a 1977 coup 
and had him hanged two years 
later, died in an August 1988 
plane crash, dealing the way for 
elections. 

Ishaq complained that Bhutto’s 
government has done little to 
carry on an Islamisation program- 
me launched by Zia. 



Gabm Ishaq Khan 


Before his death. Zia was 
trying to introduce an Is lami c 
legal system linking state and 
religion. 

On the positive side, the presi- 
dent said the Bhutto govern- 
ment’s an economic renewal 
programme was making some 
progress, particularly in controll- 
ing inflation. 

He said Pakistan’s return to 
democracy had improved its in- 
ternational standing and brought 
economic benefits. 

Pakistan's shining image 
abroad is largely credited to 
Bhutto-, although her critics 
charge domestic concerns have 
been sacrified for international 
attention. 


Opposition gains in Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AP) — Election results 
Sunday showed a feisty opposi- 
tion party making strong gains in 
the island’s first multi-party elec- 
tions, handing the ruling 
Nationalist Party an embarrassing 
defeat in the hometown of 
Taiwan’s president. 

The opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) claimed 
“a great victory” in the election, 
the first national vote since the 
ruling Nationalist Party lifted 
martial law in 1987. 

With nearly all of the districts 
reporting, the Nationalists were 
garnering 55 per cent of the popu- 
lar vote while the opposition won 
about 35 per emit. The rest went 
to independents. 

“This is a setback for the 
Nationalists,” said Ting Un-Yu, 
a professor of sociology. “They 
should have won 70 per cent of 
the vote,” 

In 1986 elections, the National- 
ists won 86 per cent of the vote 
and opposition candidates, run- 
ning as independents, won 22 per 
cent. The opposition was not 
allowed to organise parties until 
after martial law was lifted in 


1987. 

The opposition made gains in 
both the national legislature and 
heavily contested local races. An 
opposition faction that ran on a 
campaign platform that was tech- 
nically illegal also polled well. 

Ballot-rigging and noisy pro- 
tests marred the election. 
Thousands of angry opposition 
supporters surrounded govern- 
ment office buildings in several 
cities, calling for recounts or de- 
manding results. But fears of 
.widespread violence abated early 
Sunday morning as reports of tiro 
oppoatioo’s success circulated. 

In a slap in the face to the 
ruling Nationalist Party, opposi- 
tion candidate You Clung, a 47- 
year-old legislator, won foe post 
of county executive in Taipei 
county. President Lee Teng-Hui’s 
hometown. The president is a 
symbol of Nationalist power. 

Tens of thousands of revellers 
celebrated You’s victory, setting 
off firecrackers and dancing in 
the streets near Yon’s campaign 
headquarters. 

The Nationalists used millions 
of dollars in an attempt to win the 


post, representing the most 
lated country on the 
The Nationalists cannot lose 
power in the election. The 256- 
seat legislature and the electoral 
college are dominated by 162 
elderly nationalists elected on the 
Chinese mainland in the late 
1940s and frozen in office to 
support the party’s claim to be 
the legitimate government of all 
China. 


Still, the vote is of tremendous 
importance to this hi ghly indus- 
trialised island of 20 nrimon that 
is considered an economic mira- 
cle in Asia. It b the first nation- 
wide election since 38 years of 
martial law ended in 1987 and the 
first with a legal, organised 
opposition. It is also the first to 
witness relatively open debate on 
taboo subjects such as Taiwan 
independence and official corrup- 
tion. 


In all, 722 candidates ran in the 
legislative, mayoral and county 
executive races. In the legisla- 
ture, the opposition won 21 seats; 
it previously held 12. The 
Nationalists won 72 seats. 


Baku to suspend Moscow 
ruling on Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — The President 
of Azerbaijan has said her repub- 
lic will suspend part of a Kremlin 
ruling altering the status of the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an Azerbaijani jour- 
nalist said Sunday. 

Independent journalist Nazim 
Ragimov said President Elmira 
Kafarova announced on local 
television Saturday that the re- 
public’s sovereignty was infringed 
by die ruling, which returned the 
territory to Azerbaijan control. 

Kafarova’s announcement put 
Soviet authorities on a collision 
course with both Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, which both efafan the 
territory in the Soviet TYancaa- 
casus region. 

Ibe Armenian parliament Fri- 
day denounced tile ruling and 
voted to unite its republic with 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


More than 120 people have 
died in some two years of conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh. The re- 
gion, populated mainly by Arme- 
nians, has been run by from 
Moscow last January. 

Ragimov told Reuters by tele- 
phone from the Azerbaijan capit- 
al Baku that Kafarova announwd 
the impending suspension during 
a television debate. 

“She said parts of the ruling 
infringed Azerbaijani sovereignty 
and the republic’s Supreme 


Azerbaijanis object to the 
Moscow resolution because it 
gives central authorities the right 


to oversee troop deployments in 
■Nagorno-Karabakh until the 


Soviet (parliament) agreed that 
of its provisions shoul 


some 


provisions should be 
he said. 

iov said a crowd of up to 
half a million bad massed in 
Baku’s central square earlier 
Saturday to denounce the 
changes to the territory’s status, 
approved last week by the Soviet 
parliament in Moscow. 


srtnation there is “normalised.” 

Earlier tins year, Azerbaijan’s 
parliament voted to give itself the 
right to veto any Moscow legisla- 
tion which it felt violated the 
republic’s sovereignty. Last 
month the Kremlin ordered 
Azerbaijan to drop the law. 

Azerbaijan’s Popular Front 
mass movement reimposed a tot- 
al blockade on rail traffic in and 
out of Armenia last week to force’ 
its neighbour to give up its claims 
to Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Ragunov said the front’s lead- 
ers, appearing mi the same televi- 
sion p ro g ra mme as Kafarova, 
told her they would lift the block- 
ade for a week* 


Soviet Georgians besiege 
minority group’s capital 


MOSCOW (AP) — The capital 
of an autonomous minority re- 
gion in the southern Soviet Re- 
public of Georgia was reported 
under virtual blockade Saturday 
fiv armed Georgian activists hold- 
ing hostages in nearby villages. 

Irina ‘Gaguyeva, an official of 
the regional committee of the 
Komsomol Communist Youth 
organisation, said Tskhinvali, the 
capital of the South Ossetian 
autonomous region of Georgia, 
was virtually cut off by Georgian 
militants occupying the nearby 
villages of Ekbvi, Ercdvi and 
Avnevi. 

She said 38 people had been 
injured in ethnic violence be- 
tween Georgians and Ossetians, 
which began Nov. 23. Gaguyeva 
added that militants were re- 
portedly holding some 150 people 
captive in the three villages. 
Tskhinvali has about 40,000 in- 
habitants. 

i“We feel fike hostages in our 
city, separated from the rest of 
tiie world,” Gaguyeva said, 
speaking by telephone from 
Tskhinvali, about 100 kilometres 
northwest of Georgia’s capital, 
Tbilisi. She said supplies of food 
were starting to run short 

It was not immediately possible 
to contact authorities in the Cau- 
casus republic for comment, but 
ethnic violence was reported in 
the Ossetian region earlier this 


week. Moscow-based telephone 
operators said lines with Georgia 
were down Saturday night. 

The Ossetians are one of many 
small ethnic groups populating 
Georgia which has been one erf 
the flashpoints of Soviet ethnic 
violence this year. The dashes 
between Georgians and members 
of another ethnic minority, the 
Abkhazians, have been especially 
brutal, but violence has touched 
the Ossetians and the Meskbetian 
region of Georgia as well. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has said his reform drive’s 
most argent task is settling the 
often centuries old quarrels 
among the more than 100 ethnic 
groups that people the Soviet 
Union. 

An editor at the state-run 
Georgian news agency Grnzm- 
fonn' reported Monday that 
dashes between Georgians and 
Ossetians had left eight people 
injured. 

Gaguyeva said the violence 
broke out when 400 busloads of 
Georgian militants were not 
allowed to demonstrate in 

Tskhinv ali. 

The Georgians are demanding 
Ossetians submit to Georgian 
political control or move from the 
republic. Some Ossetians have 
called for their homeland to be 
made an “autonomous republic," 
which would give them more con- 


its 


trol over local affairs than 
present status and make them less 
dependent on decisions taken in 
Tbilisi. 

Barred by police and Ossetian 
activists from demonstrating in 
Tskhinvali, the Georgians took 
some 200 hostages and occupied 
nearby villages whose population 
is mostly Georgian, Gaguyeva 


She said some 50 hostages were 
released two days ago, and 
cl aim ed to have been tortured 
and thrown naked into icy moun- 
tain streams. The other captives 
are still being held, she said. 

According to the Communist 
youth official, a deputy Soviet 
interior minister was now in 
Tskhinvali. She said inhabitants 
were demanding the proclamation 
of a state of emer ge ncy so In- 
terior Ministry troops, could be 
called in to assault de villages 
and free the captive Ossetians. 

Gaguyeva claimed that the re- 
public’s police, largely composed 
of Georgians, sympathises with 
the militants and was doing no- 
thing to break the blockade. 

In April, 19 people were killed 
when shovel-wielding Soviet 
troops were called in to break up 
a pro-independence demonstra- 
tion by Georgian activists in Tbil- 
isi. A 20th person, a m»a was 
later shot dead for violating a 
curfew imposed in the city. 
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Sikh 

militant 


AMRITSAR, India (Agencies) 

— A Sikh migrant newly-elected 
to parliament and just freed from 
jail and from charges he plotted 
tire assassination of fonner Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
said Sunday he wanted to bring 
peace to Punjab. 

“We will try and bring peace 
and tranquility back to Punjab,” 
former senior policeman Simran- 
jit Singh Mann sad. 

Mann, one of nine hardliners 
voted into partiament last week, 
was speaking shortly after he was 
freed! from jail, the charges 
against him dropped, and flown 
to Amritsar, the Sikh hoty city.* 
He said he had no immediate 
ideas of how peace would be 


returned to Punjab, where 
Moody Sikh separatist campaign 
has cost more than 1,900 fives tins 
year. 

“I have been totally out of 
touch during five years in jafl. I 
don’t know what is going on. 
Please give me some time,” he 
sakl in an interview. 

Mann said the new government 
replacing that of Rajiv Gandhi, 
Indira Gandhi’s son, would have 
to end what he called its under- 
cover activities stirring trouble if 
peace were to be established. 

He said he bad, heard from 
other Sikh leaders in the hoars 
since Ms release of government 
agents robbing, stealing, extort- 
ing and even lolling in the guise of 
militants. 

“The g o v e r n ment must expose 
these acts,” said Mann, who was 
mobbed by supporters when he 
went to the Golden Temple, 
Sikhdom’s holiest shrine. 

It was Indira Gandhi’s 1984 
order to* the army to root out 
separatists using the temple as a 
headquarters that led to her 
assassination by Sikh body- 
guards. 

More than 1,000 people were 
killed when the army wait into 


the temple in July, 1984. Twq 
Sikh bodyguards,, one of whom 


was killed, assassinated her four 
m onths later. 

The government also freed 
other top Sikh leaders from jails. 

United News of India said 
Mann was released after the gov- 
ernment withdrew cases against 

him 

Other leaders released were 
Gurcharan Singh Tohxa, chief of 
die Sikh temple management 
committee, and Prakash Singh 


Badai, a former chief minister of 
Punjab. 

Mann was greeted at Amritsar 
by 10,000 Sikhs at the airport. 

The order to release Maim and 
others was one of the last acts by 
Rajiv Gandhi, before he submit- 
ted his resignation Wednesday. 

Gandhi's Congress Party failed 
to win a majority in last month’s 
national elections. 

The formal order to release 
Mann was issoed by Prime Minis- 
ter Vrshwanath Pratap Singh. 

The shots that killed Indira 
Gandhi on Oct. 31, 1984, were 
fired by two of her Sikh body- 
guards. One of them was shot to 
death on the spot by other body- 
guards. 

The surviving g unman and a 
Sikh government cleric convicted 
in the plot were hanged in 
January. 

The government said the assas- 
sination was masterminded by 
Sikh extremists. Mann was 
charged with conspiracy when the 
assassination case was reopened 
last April. 

Mann, 44, was elected from the 
Taran Taran constituency in Pun- 
jab, campaigning from a jail 
more than 1,300 kilometres away 
in Bihar state. 


Thai wages anti-AIDS battle amid massive sex- industry 


By Doris D. Gray 

The Associ at ed Press 


BANGKOK — Handing out con- 
doms to bare- bosomed go-go 
dancers and char ming donations 
out of corporation executives, 
Mechai Viravaidya says he is 
waging war against the toughest 
enemy T hailan d has fxc*t I — 
AIDS. 

The 48-year-old development 
expert, whose innovative, interna- 
tionally lauded campaign helped 
stop Thailand’s population explo- 
sion, says he has “blown the lid” 
off a dangerous sQence that hung* 
over the killer disease. 

Until recent months, Thai offi- 
cialdom played down AIDS for 
fear bad publicity would hurt the 
country’s highest income earner 
— foreign tourism. 

The turnabout has been drama- 
tic., Mechai says he hopes in- 
formation about AIDS, from 
television spots, skats by prosti- 
tutes and frank debates by 
ac a dem i cs, is spreading faster 


and marketing techniques that 
characterised his birth control 
drive, Mechai says he has laun- 
ched a unique programme to in- 
volve multinationals and Thai 


than the disease. 

Gombmmg the ijmvmmidii p 


Mechai also passes out con- 
doms at tea parties, brothels, 
funerals, weddings and high-level 
government meetings, along with 
brochures, cassettes and some 
grisfy photographs of AIDS vic- 
tims. Witty and disarming, popu- 
lar and well-connected, Mechai 
gets away with almost anything. 

“If we move effectively in the 
next three years, Thailand has a 
chance of containing AIDS,” 
Mechai said in an interview. Fai- 
lure, he said, could be disastrous. 

In recent months, military 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan has openly voiced 
support for the AID? t’.'f.p. gov- 
ernment officii;;, hi. ; psrr 

in media debates oc the subject 
and the Health Ministry has be- 
gun its own information cam- 
paign. 

Frightening statistics 


and other knowledgeable Thais is 
die country’s sex industry, with 
prostitutes said to number in the 
hundreds of thousands. Massage 
parlours, bars, brothels, “love 
hotels,” escort agencies and pri- 
vate dubs are part of tins multi- 
■ miHion-dollar AIDS powderkeg. 

“The Thai male propensity to 
consume sex is immense,” says 
Mechai. Thailand also attracts 
jet-loads of male tourists from all 
over the world. 

About 12,800 out of nearly two 
milli on Thais tested have been 
exposed to the AIDS virus while 
abot 30 have died from the dis- 
ease. 

Mechai and others, however, 
believe that AIDS testing has 
been far from comprehensive, 
and that the numbers infected are 
far greater. Mechai and govera- 
Vrf'rriids r~ee thvt 

AID? rj'idiy : 


he and his population and de- 
velopment association focused on 
two of Thailand’s most powerful 
institutions — the military and 
big business. 

Support 

He dtes Aug. 14 as a miles- 
tone. That’s the day army com- 
mander in chief Chavalit Yong- 
chaiyudh publicly threw the 
army’s support behind the anti- 
AIDS war. He also offered 
Mechai three years worth of free 
anti-AIDS spots during prime 
time on the two army-controlled 
television stations. 

“If your customers die of 
AIDS, you’re going to lose busi- 
ness. If your workers die, you’ve 
lost a lot of investment,” is one 
pitch Mechai uses with execu- 
tives, who he says have opened 
their boardrooms. 


AIDS information to more than 
half a milli on of its policy holders 
in Thailand, while Avon Cosme- 
tics will have its door-to-door 
saleswomen dispense it along 
with lipstick and facial creams. 

As he did when battling for. 
birth control Mechai tries to 
inject some “sanuk,” the Thai 
sense of play and fun, into his 
campaign to elicit mass support. 
He also avoids moral judgments 
while arguing that an AIDS-free 
society, just like one with moder- 
ate population grow t h , makes 
pragmatic sense. 


doing something about AIDS.” is 
Mecbai’s answer to officials who 
fear toss of tourist dollars and 
yen. 

Also making it virtually im- 


sexnal habits to curb AIDS effec- 
tively.” 


posable fra- the AIDS problem to 
the carpet is 
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What most frightens Mechai 


Mecuji, vvho ^rved as j 

deputy minister and government 
spokesman, said the bureaucra- 
cy’s effectiveness in fighting 
AIDS could at best be 
“mediocre.” so earlier this year 


. '.'jltVCi 


kac employe pu.;s 

through his association's briefing 
on AIDS, and sizeable donations 
already are coming in. The 
American International Assur- 
ance Company has agreed to mail 


Tm not critidsing anybody’s 
lifestyle, but one must protect 
one’s life and those of others,” 
Mechai said recently while he 
blitzed Patpong road, Bangkok’s 
anything-goes nightlife strip. 
Games were played and T-shirts 
.’:-i v.-t. cc-i raw 

C!.v.s>cCj :c~ c<-.- i-. :cr»*i L.o- 
tered with the bar girls and their 
foreign customers. 


“F ig h ti n g AIDS' is the best 
thing for tourism. Tourists will 
crane if they know the country is 


be swept back under i 
the involvement of Princess C3m- 
labhom, a daughter of the coun- 
try’s revered constitutional 
monarch, Bhumibol Adulyadej. 
Many Thais regard this as the 
king’s own move against the dis- 
ease. 

But despite dramatic progress 
in awareness, changing sexual 
mores and controlling a sex in- 
dustry in which politicians, police 
and other powerful interests are 
widely believed to have a large 
stake probably will prove diffi- 
cult. 

“Within the next few years, 
Thailand will have more thaw one 
million AIDS patients," a highly 
respected doctor, Prawase WaZ 
said recently. “It is worse than 
any war. It will destroy every 
fibre of our social and economic 
life. We need a movement so 
intense that it can uproot men’s 


Prawase, along with women’s 
rights activists and academics, is 
calling for a sexual revolution. 


in 


“It is 

and among housewives to allow 
their husbands to have extramar- 
ital sex with service girls, notes 
university professor Kittivuth 
Tbevatitfaep. He said many Thai 
men travelling to provincial areas 
feel that their trip is “not com- 
plete” unless they have sex with 
pr o sti t ut es. 


Medial said he already has 
detected some changes in be- 
haviour. Business is down sharply 
at some brothels, and from per- 
sonal experience he knows bis 
mix of hard facts, humour 
horror is having some effect. 


“I'm getting calls from women 
who say: “Yon don’t know me 
but I want to rinmfr you, Mr. 
Mechai. My husband is coming 
home early at night. He now gets 
to see me and the children.” 



Santa Claus 
loses ‘reindeer’ 


AFTON, New York (AP) — A 
would-be Santa Claus says he kxt 
one of his ’‘reindeer’ to a hunter 
on the first day of deer season.. 
One of the dozen European fal- 
low deer at Santa’s cottage; 
escaped from its pea on Thank- 
sgiving, said owner Fred Kreig. A 
‘h unter thought the deer was wQd 
and shot it, said 'Kreig, who giv es 
tours and holds holiday events at 
the farm fra needy children- The 
h unter realised Ins mistake and 
offered to pay for the deer, 
valued at $800. “I told him the 
idea of his calling to apologise 
was plenty,” said Kreig, who 
invited the hunter to bring bis 
family to Santa’s cottage whenev- 
er he wants. 
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‘Frozen* robber 
surrenders 




HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — A 


38-year-old British bank robber 
su r rendered after his getaway car 




froze to a standstill, newspapers 
have reported- The man,' whb 
was not identified, confessed to 
three bank robberies in Finland 
i pwy August ft™! two in Sweden, 
the media reported. Police found, 
the abandoned British-registered 
car on the road outride Helsinki, 
where temperatures have fallen 
‘to far below feezing. The man. 
reportedly told police after the 
breakdown that it was fotflefor * 
him to remain a fugitive. Photo- 
graphs of the robber in action 
were taken by surveillance ■ 
cameras in Helsinki banks. Wit- 
nesses reported seeing a white car 
with the steering wheel on the 
right ade, bringing the vehicle to 
the attention of the police. The 
robber has c riminal record in 
Britain, the reports said. 
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Actors* guild 
honours Lemmon , 


.'•rrs 






LOS ANGELES (AP) - Acto^ , 
Jack Lemmon, winner of t&gg ‘.Tag 
Academy awards, was named the.^ *■* 


a: ;■ 


nau of the Screen Actori'^ ' '* 
d's highest honour, . -its^ '-JT' 
ann ual Achievement A warily 
Lemmon, 64, wfll receive , 

award at the guild's yearly meu£J‘: - 
bership meeting Dec. j Jg 

guild said. The annnal award, tfafc^ 
rally national honour- bestowetf- 
by the union, goes to a 
member fra outstanding - rareer. 


achievement and contribotioristoi; 
charitable and hnnaaitariaii afe ■ 
Other re&pients inchKfe Bwp 
Hope, Stan Laurel, Baibaia 
Stanwyck, James Stewart, Bf 
ward G. Robinson, Gregory ' 
Peck, Chariton Heston, Frank - 
Sinatra, James Cagney, Gene 
Kelly and Paul Newman. Lem-i:. 1 
man, whose latest fihn is “Dad,” r> 
won Academy awards for sup-..;, 
potting actor in “Mister Roberts” _ 
in 1955 and lead actor in’ “Sine •• 
tiie Tiger” in 1973. ’* ‘v’ri 


Skating jitters 
for O’Shea 


NEW YORK (AP) — When 
actor Mflo O’Shea was recruited 
fra the broadway musical “Meet 
Me in St. Louis,” he was orated 
about returning to the stare. But 
that was before he knew % con- 
tained a scene requiring ice skat- 
ing. “In Ireland, my i 
they do not have ice i 
winters are too mild," O'Shea 
said in a ' television intervfcw. 
O’Shea said he figured when the 
show’s producers asked if be 
could skate, they meant roller 
skate. He was wrong. “So I went 
along and they presented me until 
ice skates, and 1 was bonified,” 
O’Shea recalled. “1 said I had 
never ice skated. They said; 
‘Don’t worry. We got a very good 
skater who'll show yon how 1 .” 
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